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By Robert Bowman
The Collegiate Times of Virginia Tech

Sixteen percent completed.  
the imac from the late 90s is not the 
fastest machine in the world, but it 
is what the collegiate times uses to 
change the postScript files into pdFs. 

the printer won’t accept postScript files, so this 
tedious process will do for now.

“i just can’t believe this,” said Amie Steele, 
editor in chief of the paper. “i haven’t even had 
a chance to think about it.”

“the first time i got to think about it was while 
taking a shower on tuesday morning,” said Joe 
Kendall, my co-managing editor.

i laughed. 
“You had time to take a shower?” i asked.
As we waited at 11:15 p.m. for the last of the 

pages to pdF, we reminisced about the week 
we had just been through. it was Sunday, April 
22, and we just finished the first monday issue 
the ct has produced (the ct prints tuesday 
through Friday). 

We thought about what it took to produce a 
paper on the most miserable of weeks, and how 
we wish it never happened: How we would give 
anything at all for it not to happen to anyone 
else.

on monday, April 16, i struggled 
to get out of bed. i looked outside 
my window before my 8 a.m. class 

and laughed. it was snowing.
“this is the worst day ever,” i said to my room-

mate. 
How i wish the worst part of the day was the 

weather. 
After the less-than-thrilling 8 a.m. lecture 

on electric theory, i went to the ct newsroom 
randomly to pick up a few things. on my way out, 
i passed the office of our adviser, Kelly Furnas. 
He looked troubled.

“Yep,” he said as he put down the phone. 
“Gunshots were fired in A.J.”

i knew it was going to be a long day. i drove 
home to pick up my laptop, cell phone charger 
and computer charger. on my way back to the 
office i called my mom.

“mom, i’m oK,” i started, “but you’re going to 
hear some bad news from Virginia tech.”

“Stay safe,” she said after i finished explain-
ing what i knew.

the newsroom was relatively empty as we 
had trouble locating reporters and editors. cell 
phones were useless at this point, as traffic for 
phone calls grew. 

Amie was in the ct business office, afraid 
she would not be allowed into the building in 
which the newsroom resides.

Joe was on the phone delegating. We needed 
to get these stories going.

At around 2 p.m. we all finally met in the 
newsroom to begin the day that wouldn’t end 
until 6:01 a.m. April 17 when the last page was 
sent to the printer.

{ C O V E R I N G  V I R G I N I A  T E C H }

the massacre  
at Virginia tech
>> On April 16, Seung-Hui Cho killed 32 members of the Virginia Tech community. 
Despite the loss of friends and teachers, the staff of the Collegiate Times faced 
the historic task of informing and comforting its readers about the tragedy. 

Two months later, a reflection by one VT student 
and journalist on ‘the most miserable of weeks.’

The day of the shooting was also Bobby Bowman’s first day as managing editor. Now 
a senior in Industrial and Systems Engineering, he is editor in chief of the Collegiate 
Times and uncertain whether he’ll pursue a career in engineering or journalism.

continueS on pAGe 5
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HEARTACHE
THE DEADLIEST SHOOTING SPREE IN U.S. HISTORY 
DEVASTATES THE VIRGINIA TECH COMMUNITY

Students gather last night on the Drillfield in front of War Memorial Chapel. A large “VT” with messages to the victims was signed at the vigil. Another memorial will be held at 8 p.m. on the Drillfield.

OUR SORROW, OUR RESOLVE 
✦ Surreal. For an event that has touched so many lives and will define the year 2007 for generations, there are only a handful of individuals who were able to directly 

influence yesterday’s tragedy. For most students, whether isolated off campus or huddled in their residence halls, responding to worried parents and concerned friends 

came in futile sound bites. ✦ As numbers continued to rise, totals became more and more unbelievable to everyone around the country: The whole situation was 

especially exasperating to all those here at Virginia Tech. ✦ For students and faculty members, fellow Hokies — who are accustomed to our town, our campus, our 

world — this situation reeked of despair, shock and a certain amount of helplessness. ✦ There are still hundreds of questions left unanswered surrounding yesterday’s 

events. In the face of such devastating losses, lingering uncertainties about what caused it, who caused it and how it was handled will forever haunt our memories, but 

what is more important is to remember what we were before the tragedy.  ✦ We were strong, secure, confident  — Team United. Seniors were preparing to graduate, 

freshmen were finishing their first year of independence and all those in between were striving for an equal sense of accomplishment and success. ✦ Those students 

and faculty who fell victim to senseless violence were an integral part of this unity and we, as Hokies, are lesser without them. It is vital that we reach out to their friends 

and familes, and bear down against circumstances turned against us. Honor those that have passed, do not treat this day lightly based on your distance from those 

directly affected. ✦ We are all affected, all our worlds have been shattered by momentary chaos, and as a community we must begin to reconstruct a semblance of 

what our world was before these events. ✦

KYLE SWANSON/SPPS

✦

“IT’S PROBABLY ONE OF 
THE WORST THINGS 

I’VE SEEN IN MY LIFE.”
Virginia Tech Police Chief 

Wendell Flinchum

✦

“I AM AT A LOSS FOR 
WORDS TO EXPLAIN OR 

UNDERSTAND THE CARNAGE 
THAT VISITED OUR CAMPUS.”

President Charles Steger

7:15 9:05 9:15 9:26 9:55 Noon 2:30 3:40 4:12 4:40
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Officials
confirm 33
dead — two
in West A.J.,
31 in Norris

✦

“THERE WAS BLOOD EVERYWHERE. PEOPLE IN 
THE CLASS WERE PASSED OUT, I DON’T KNOW 

MAYBE FROM THE SHOCK (OR) FROM THE PAIN.”
Erin Sheehan

freshman, mechanical engineering

As information flows, questions still unanswered
SAIRA HAIDER AND KEVIN ANDERSON

CT News Staff 

In a series of press conferences held last night at The Inn at Virginia Tech, 
Virginia Tech President Charles Steger, Virginia Tech Police Chief Wendell 
Flinchum and University Spokesperson Larry Hincker confirmed a preliminary 
number of 15 injured along with the 32 fatalities by a gunman on campus in addi-
tion to his suicide.

Confirmed fatalities as of press time include Jamie Bishop, Instructor, Foreign 
Languages and Literatures; G.V. Loganathan, civil and environmental engineer-
ing professor; Juan Ortiz, civil engineering graduate student; Jarrett Lane senior 
civil engineering major; Ryan Clark, senior biology, English and psychology 
major; Caitlin Hammaren, sophomore international studies and French major; 
Liviu Librescu, engineering science and mechanics professor; Kevin Granata, 
engineering science and mechanics professor; Emily Hilscher, freshman animal 
and poultry sciences and equine sciences major.

Police have confirmed a preliminary identity of the shooter that will not be 
released at this time.

The police have recovered two weapons. The ATF is still investigating the bal-
listics from the first homicide, but no specific information has been released.

A person of interest has been associated to the first shooting incident at West 
Ambler-Johnston. He is a male who knows the victim and is not a student. He is 
not in custody, but police are still investigating.

“We are actively pursuing all leads,” Flinchum said.
One victim in the first shooting was confirmed to be a male resident advisor. 

The other is a female student. These shootings occurred on the fourth floor of 
the dormitory.

Steger and his staff and the police have worked on notifying families of the 
victims.

Flinchum confirmed that there were two people who jumped out of windows. 
There has been no confirmation as to where the people jumped out and when.

Police are still investigating the crime scene and waiting on lab results. The 

whole building is being treated in the crime scene. 
It has not been cleared yet because it is so large, Flinchum said. 
There are still victims inside Norris Hall. Police are not sure of when the bodies 

will be taken out and of the amount of bodies that are still inside. 
“It’s probably one of the worst things I’ve seen in my life,” Flinchum said.
The university believes they handled the situation as well as they could.
“We made the best decision based on the information we had at the time,” Steger 

said.
Shock and grief were the main reactions from the campus community. Some 

students witnessed the account firsthand.
Erin Sheehan was one of four people able to walk out of her 9:05 German class 

in room 207 Norris Hall.
“It’s a small class, about 25 people,” she said. “And I would say no more than 2 

people didn’t show up, were absent. And of those of us that were in there today, 
only four of us walked out of that room, but two of us had been injured during 
the shooting.” 

Sheehan said that the shooter looked into the classroom a couple of times before 
firing.

“It seemed so strange,” Sheehan said. “Because he peaked in twice, earlier in the 
lesson, like he was looking for someone, somebody, before he started shooting. 
But then we all heard something like drilling in the walls, and someone thought 
they sounded like bullets. That’s when we blockaded the door to stop anyone from 
coming in.”

Sheehan witnessed the shooting as it happened.
“I saw bullets hit people’s bodies,” Sheehan said. “There was blood everywhere. 

People in the class were passed out, I don’t know maybe from shock from the pain. 
But I was one of only four that made it out of that classroom. The rest were dead 
or injured.” She described.

Steger recounted the day’s events with a timeline of police activity.
At 7:15 a.m., Virginia Tech police responded to a 911 call from the Ambler-

Johnston territory. Within minutes, police and the Virginia Tech Rescue squad 
responded to find two gunshot victims, a male RA and a female.

The residence hall was immediately secured by Tech police and the incident was 

treated as an isolated incident, domestic in nature, according to police.
At 7:30 a.m., investigators followed up on a lead to a person of interest
The student body was notified at 9:26 a.m. by email about the incident at West 

Ambler-Johnston and a press release was posted on the school website.
At 9:45 a.m. the police received notice of a shooting at Norris Hall and immedi-

ately responded. Upon arrival, the police found the front doors barricaded. After 
they breached the doors, the police heard gunshots and followed it to the second 
floor, where they stopped. The officers reported that the gunman had taken his 
own life and that there was no engagement between the responding officers and 
the gunman, police said.

The university notified campus of the incident at Norris Hall at 9:55 a.m.
There are two counseling centers set up, one in West Ambler-Johnston and the 

other in McComas Hall. 

AMBLER JOHNSTON

NORRIS HALL

JOSEPH BERNARDO/COLLEGIATE TIMES
Students flee the academic side of campus following reports of gunfire in Norris Hall. All classes were canceled shortly after 10 a.m.

University 
message stirs 
up controversy

SAIRA HAIDER & 
KEVIN ANDERSON

CT News Staff 
A controversial topic addressed at 

yesterday’s three press conferences 
held in The Inn at Virginia Tech dealt 
with Tech’s lockdown response to the 
shootings in West Ambler Johnston 
and Norris Halls. 

Virginia Tech Police Chief Wendell 
Flinchum and President Charles 
Steger affirmed that the opera-
tions that the university police went 
through were appropriate for the 
situation. 

They said that the situation in 
West Ambler-Johnston Hall was an 
isolated incident and that it could be 
contained. 

However, Tech’s lockdown has 
been met with dissent from students, 
parents and the surrounding com-
munity.

These groups of people have 
expressed their concerns stating 
that the university’s response to the 
initial incident was inadequate in 
terms of the regard for the safety of 
students. 

At 7:15 a.m. this morning, Virginia 
Tech police received a 911 call report-
ing that two people had been shot in 
West Ambler-Johnston. Immediately 
the building was placed on lock-

down and security guards blocked 
all of the entrances. However, it was 
only the West Ambler-Johnston Hall 
that was placed lockdown. The rest 
of the campus remained open for 
class.

Students in the remainder of the 
campus did not receive a notice 
about this shooting until 9:26 a.m., two 
hours after the shooting occurred. 

The second shooting in Norris hap-
pened less than 20 minutes later. Tech 
students received an e-mail notifica-
tion at 10:26 a.m.

The general public viewed this 
lockdown response time as heavily 
delayed and wondered if campus 
should not have been closed down 
much earlier. 

However, Tech Police and Steger 
stated that the lockdown response 
time was adequate. Their rea-
soning was that the campus is a 
large and cannot be shutdown 
in a matter of seconds. They also 
stated that since students and faculty 
were on their way to campus for 
class, it would be difficult to shut 
down.

The police also stated that because 
there is a person of interest involved 
with the West Ambler-Johnston Hall 
shooting, this incident is an isolated 
case and the situation received the 
correct attention.
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Visit the 
www.collegiatetimes.com 
for a photo gallery and a 
video outside of Norris 
Hall, as well as updates 

all day.
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TEODORA 
ERBES/SPPS

President 
Charles Steger 
spoke at 
multiple press 
conferences 
held 
yesterday, 
held at the 
Holtzman 
Alumni Center.  

KARL FALCONER/SPPS
Media trucks parked outside of The Inn at Virginia Tech. The Inn was the homebase for all media relations.

KARL FALCONER/SPPS

Two students look out of 
their windows while on a 
cell phone in a building in 
Thomas Hall.

TEODORA ERBES/SPPS
Ambulances sit on Perry Street Monday afternoon. Because of high winds, helicopters were unable to transport victims.

ROY HIGASHI/

SPPS

Law enforcement 
officials confer 
during the chaos 
yesterday in 
front of Cassell 
Coliseum.

KYLE SWANSON/SPPS

Members of the Corps of Cadets lower the American flag to half-staff yesterday 
after reports that students had been killed on campus.

Pages from the 16-page edition 
of the Collegiate Times on 
Tuesday, April 17 — the day 
following the massacre. The 
paper’s staff struggled to choose 
an image for this historic paper.



�

SND UPDATE MAY/JUNE 2007

RYAN MCCONNELL
CT Sports Editor

e crisp night air on the Virginia Tech Drillfield was punctuated with vivacious chants
“Let’s Go ... Hokies” and illuminated with thousands of candles, as the Tech community
allied around the memory of the 32 victims of the deadliest shooting spree in United

            States history, while simultaneously making strides in the recovery process.
After President Bush, Governor Tim Kaine, university President Charles Steger, and several 

Virginia Tech administrators and faculty spoke at a convocation ceremony earlier in the day, 
thousands of people occupied the Drillfield to conduct a candlelit vigil in honor of the victims 
at 8 p.m. 

Kaine, Steger and others were present behind the those who spoke at the vigil.
Adeel Khan, the recently elected president of the Student Government Association, was forced 

to deal with the worst tragedy in Virginia Tech history in his first couple of weeks on the job.
“I definitely felt overwhelmed by it, but it wasn’t my effort, it was the students’ effort, and that 

shone through today. It wasn’t one person, it wasn’t just me, it was a ton of people mobilizing 
students, and I had all the help in the world. I can’t give enough credit to these students who have 
given their hearts ... over the past few days,” said Khan.

Zenobia Hikes, the vice president for Student Affairs, who previously had addressed the com-
munity at the convocation in Cassell Coliseum, once again commanded the attention of the 
crowd, this time giving a speech to the masses on the Drillfield intended to inspire a strong sense 
of resolve. Afterward, Hikes reflected on the role of the university in the grieving and healing 
process.

“There’s so much to say. The role tonight is to comfort and let them know that they are sup-

ported, and to let them see from the throngs of people, that people love us and care about each 
other, or they wouldn’t be here. To let them know that there is support for them at the university 
and with each other,” said Hikes.

Student leaders addressed the gathering as well, reiterating that students need to take comfort 
in each others’ presence.

“This is the toughest thing I have experienced in my professional career and in my life. 
This has made history, and certainly all of my colleagues in higher education would say 
the same thing: There has been no other tragedy of this magnitude,” said Hikes. “4/16 
for the rest of our history will always be a meaningful day. It will always be, and we will 
never forget 4/16.”

Hokies United, a student organization that responds to tragedies that affect the Virginia Tech 
community and its students, coordinated the logistics of the event.

“We had our first meeting yesterday at 5 o’clock,” said Scott Cheatham, a co-organizer of Hokies 
United. “We had been talking in a group chat all morning about different ideas that everyone 
had, and we came together and we talked about what the program was going to be for the con-
vocation and we decided the best thing we could organize was a candlelight vigil.”

Several other organizations on campus were interested in doing a vigil as well, so Hokies 
United teamed with them to put on the event, Cheatham said.

Cheatham added that while no events through the organization were planned for the immedi-
ate future, any updates would be posted on their website.

Greg Sagstetter, the undergraduate representative to the Board of Visitors was present at the 
vigil, and sat among the politicians and other dignitaries in attendance for the convocation.

When asked how it felt to be in prestigious company at an event of that magnitude, Sagstetter 
said, “I wish I didn’t have to be a piece of history  — I wish this never happened.”
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‘Let’s go, Hokies’
Brian Albert, junior history major, plays “Taps” in front of thousands of the Virginia Tech community on the Drillfield last night at the Hokies United vigil sponsored by the Student Government Association.

ANNABELLE OMBAC/SPPS

“We will eventually recover but we will never, ever forget.” - Zenobia Hikes

Th e Virginia Tech community unites to pay respects; begins healing process.

“We are the Hokies. We will prevail. We are Virginia Tech.” - Nikki Giovanni

Wednesday, April 18, 2007page 2

SHARON PRITZ
CT Features Editor

Blacksburg awoke early this morning to commemorate the tragic 
event that occurred on Monday by attending the 2 p.m. convoca-
tion. Though students may have spent yesterday wondering what 
a convocation actually was and what would be appropriate to 
wear, this morning’s unanimous feeling of support spread through 
campus. By 11 a.m., the line to enter Cassell Coliseum had already 
stretched halfway down Spring Road. Students waited patiently and 
anxiously for the doors to open.

Junior history major, Rebecca Buckler, said she had been in 
line since 10:45 a.m., and the line was almost all the way down 
Washington Street. Five minutes later, it was down Spring Road 
and media was everywhere, she said.

Mike Hage, sophomore civil engineering major, and Matt 
Ziegler, sophomore aerospace engineering major, explained that 
the crowd was punctuated with Marching Virginian uniforms to 
commemorate a band member who died Monday. “Every Hokie 
should be here,” Ziegler said. They, too, came to Cassell around 
11 a.m.

Students flooded Cassell when the doors opened at 11:30 a.m., 
anxiously waiting for the convocation to start. As students became 
antsy, the Highty-Tighties set the tone of the afternoon with somber 
selections. Several minutes before 2 p.m., security heightened and 
families of victims trickled into the room. Members of the convoca-
tion included students, faculty, both state and local police, Virginia 
Tech Board of Visitors members, religious leaders and the President 
of the United States. 

Dr. Zenobia Hikes, vice president for student affairs, opened 
the event saying, “Today the world shares our sorrows and pays 
tribute to us.” Before introducing President Charles Steger, she 

concluded “We will eventually recover, but we will never, ever 
forget.” 

Her powerful words were more than reinforced when Steger 
said that no words can express the depth of sadness we feel. Steger 
received a standing ovation before and after he spoke. 

Taking things to a more global level, Gov. Tim Kaine spoke of 
the difficulties he had hearing the news while he was in Toyko. He 
described the different venues he was in while watching the TV, 
hoping for updates. 

The most prestigious speaker, President George W. Bush encour-
aged the community when he stressed “normalcy.” “Such a day will 
come,” Bush said. 

The event took a more religious tone as Hokies introduced lead-
ers of Muslim, Buddhist, Jewish and Lutheran communities. Each 
speaker offered spiritual guidance, comforting prayers and perspec-
tive. 

In the middle of the ceremony, a man seated on the floor of the 
coliseum fainted. EMT crews immediately assisted him. Nothing 
was reported after the event. 

Before the closing remarks, a speaker asked for a moment of 
silence in which the Highty Tighties performed “Amazing Grace.” 
As silence prevailed, emotions swelled and sniffles and tissues were 
scattered all throughtout Cassell. Head football coach Frank Beamer 
and Karen Greenberg, Seth Greenberg’s wife, shared in the tears 
shed. At this most emotional point of the event, Nikki Giovanni 
approached the podium. She performed a dramatic reading saying 
that tragedy strikes us all, death comes to everyone. Her energetic 
and emotional reading stirred the crowd when she continually pro-
claimed, “We are Virginia Tech!” After receiving a standing ovation, 
she returned to her seat, only to realize that the room did not quiet 
down. She stood again and led the crowd in an intense round of 
“Let’s Go Hokies!” 

Community comes together

ANNABELLE 
OMBAC/

SPPS

Andrew 
Archut, 
history 
major and 
reginmental 
commander 
of the 
Virginia 
Tech Corps 
of Cadets 
shows his 
emotions 
during the 
convocation.

ANNABELLE 

OMBAC/SPPS

President Bush 
speaks at the con-
vocation (left), 
while students 
showed support 
for each other 
outside of Cassell 
Coliseum (right).

ANNABELLE OMBAC/SPPS

Nikki Giovanni, distinguished professor, looks up in admiration at students in the 
stands of Cassell.
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Ross Alameddine
Alameddine, a native of Saugus, Ma., was 
a sophomore English and business infor-
mation technology major.

Virginia Tech remembers

Nicole White
White, a native of Carrollton, Va., was a 
junior international studies and German 
major.

Ryan Clark
The 22-year-old senior from Columbia 

County, Ga., known as “Stack,” was a 
member of the Marching Virginians and 
an RA on the 4th floor of West Ambler-
Johnston Hall. Clark was majoring in biol-
ogy, psychology and English. 

Jamie Bishop
Bishop, 35, was a widely respected 

German instructor who helped over-
see Tech’s German exchange program, 
according to www.cbsnews.com. He is 
survived by his wife Stefanie Hofer.

Brian Bluhm
Bluhm, from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, was 

pursuing a graduate degree in civil engi-
neering.
 

Austin Cloyd 
A Blacksburg High School graduate and 
Champaign, Ill., resident, Austin Cloyd 
was in her first year at Tech. Cloyd was 
pursuing degrees in both international 
studies and French.

Jocelyne Couture-Nowak
A French professor, Couture-Nowak was 
a major contributor in creating the first 
French school in Truro, Nova Scotia.

Daniel Perez Cueva
Cueva, originally from Peru, was trying 

to obtain a humanitarian visa after living 
in the United States for six years.

Kevin Granata
Granata served in the military and then 

moved to orthopedic research in hospitals 
before becoming an engineering profes-
sor at Tech.

Matthew Gwaltney 
Gwaltney, an environmental engineering 
major, was a native of Chester, Va.

Caitlin Hammaren
Hammaren, 19, was a native of 

Westtown, N.Y., and was a sophomore 
international studies and French major. 

Jeremy Herbstritt
Herbstritt, of Bellefonte, Pa., was pursu-

ing a graduate degree in civil engineering.

Rachel Hill
Hill was a freshmen majoring in biology. 

She came to Tech from Glen Allen, Va.

Emily Hilscher
Hilscher, a freshman double major in 
animal and poultry sciences and equine 
science, was from Woodville, Va.

Matthew Joseph La Porte
 A Cadet Corporal, La Porte was ranked 
the No. 5 Air Force Cadet in the country 
by grades and PT scores. La Porte was a 
sophomore university studies major from 
Dumont, N.J.

Henry Lee
Lee, a Roanoke native, was a freshmen 
computer engineering major.

Liviu Librescu
A Holocaust survivor, Librescu pro-

tected students by attempting to block the 
shooter’s entrance. A professor of engi-
neering science and mechanics, Librescu 
will be buried in Israel, his home.

G.V. Loganathan
Born in Chennai, India, Loganathan 

had been an engineering professor at 
Tech since 1982 and had won several 
awards for teaching excellence.

Lauren McCain 
McCain, a freshman international studies 
major, came to Tech from Hampton, Va.

Dan O'Neil
O’Neil, 22, was a graduate student in civil 
engineering. O’Neil was originally from 
Lincoln, R.I.

Juan Ortiz
Ortiz, a native of Bayamon, Puerto Rico, 

was pursuing a graduate degree in civil 
engineering.

Erin Peterson
Peterson, a freshman from Chantilly, 

Va., was a member of the Phi Sigma Pi 
co-educational honors fraternity.

Mary Read
Read, a freshman from Annandale, Va., 

was majoring in interdisciplinary studies 
and elementary education.  

Reema Samaha 
Samaha, a freshman from Centreville, 
Va., loved the art of dancing, specifi-
cally ballet. Samaha attended Westfield 
High School, the same high school as the 
shooter.

Waleed Mohamed Shaalan
Shaalan, was a Ph.D. candidate in civil 

engineering from Egypt, he is survived by 
his wife and son.

Leslie Sherman
Sherman, a sophomore majoring in histo-
ry and international studies lived in Main 
Campbell Hall.

Maxine Turner
Turner, a Vienna, Va., native was a mem-

ber of the Alpha Omega Epsilon engi-
neering sorority. Turner was senior major-
ing in chemical engineering.

Jarrett Lane
Lane, 22, from Narrows, Va., was a 

senior civil engineering major.

{ C O V E R I N G  V I R G I N I A  T E C H }

Selected pages from the  
Collegiate Times’  

Wednesday edition.
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the dedication on the part of 
our student journalists was 
what made that week possible 
for the ct. 

Saira Haider, our news 
editor, found out that her friend, reema 
Samaha, was among those killed. 

Saira didn’t stop, though, no matter how 
many times we asked her to. She continued 
to work for 50-plus hours over four days 
for the paper.

t. rees Shapiro is a sportswriter covering 
our softball and women’s lacrosse teams, 
among other things. on the week of the 
16th, he was a news writer. 

“erin Sheehan was one of four people 
able to walk out of her 9:05 German class in 
room 207 norris Hall,” wrote Shapiro.

Shapiro wrote more than a dozen stories 
that week as his dedication for the paper 
was clearly evident. 

david Harries, our head copy editor, had 
never written a story before. He was one 
of the first in the newsroom on monday 
morning, and certainly one of the last to 
leave 20 hours later. 

during the long day, any moment he 
found himself idle, he asked me for a story 
to write. 

Kevin Anderson is another news editor. 
He is in his first year at tech and has taken 
the newsroom by storm. 

Kevin worked over 50 hours side-by-side 
with Saira, as the two wrote quickly and 
often. they didn’t miss a single one of the 
press conferences during that week, often 
leaving the newsroom — just after sending 
the last of the pages to the printer — to go 
straight to a press conference. 

michelle rivera has enjoyed her first year 
at Virginia tech as well. She has written for 
the ct for a few months as a staff writer, 
and is always willing to help out. 

on the week of the 16th, she wrote doz-
ens of stories for the ct, each one just as 
well-written as the ones prior.

our Web staff deserves endless praise for 
their tireless dedication that week. the staff 
continuously updated our Web site, and 
quickly recovered after our server crashed 
at 10:36 a.m. monday. 

Some members of the Web staff even 
wrote the brief updates themselves. 

i could write for about 80 inches in this 
manner, covering each reporter, photog-
rapher and editor. their dedication was 
amazing, and it is the only reason we were 
able to make it through the week. 

As students at Virginia tech for at 
least a year, everyone on the staff 
was deeply affected by the shoot-

ings. everyone knew somebody who was 
killed or injured, and everyone hated it. 

Sitting in the press conference at noon 
on monday, i was under the impression that 
one person had died and one was injured. 
that was the most up-to-date news i had 
received. 

After speaking to the press, Virginia 
tech police chief Wendell Flinchum, took 
his first question. 

“do you have a number for how many 
were killed?” a reporter asked.

i never imagined his reply, and i cer-
tainly did not know that this would be the 
worst moment of my life.

“twenty.”
the room gasped.
my jaw fell. 
the number climbed.
on my way back to the newsroom i 

was torn. i wanted to be with my friends. 
i wanted to hop on a plane and be with 
my family. i wanted to report the story. i 
wanted to help out in the newsroom. 

After my internal struggle, i decided 
that i would best help the community by 
getting the information to the students. 
that’s why anyone would join a newspaper, 
and that’s what kept the staff going.

Back in the newsroom i began receiv-
ing calls. Scattered throughout calls from 
local and national media, i received calls 
from friends.

“i just wanted to make sure you’re oK,” 
one friend said. 

“Yeah, i am, but i need you to do me a 
favor,” i said. “i’m going to be swamped 
all day. could you please call me the sec-
ond you hear something differently about 
anyone?” 

i dreaded a call back from him. 
throughout the day it was clear that 

we were only going to make it together. 
the entire newsroom needed to help each 
other out. 

on tuesday evening, Hokies united pre-
pared a candlelit vigil for the community. 
everyone in the newsroom was kicked out 
to attend. it was important for everyone 
to remember that although we were deep 
inside the story as reporters, we must not 
forget that we are members of the Hokie 
family as well. the newsroom emptied 
as everyone filed to the drillfield to be 
students, not reporters. 

For the remainder of the week, the num-
ber of staff in the newsroom shrank. We did 
not ask a single person to stay; the decision 
was theirs and their families’. many felt 
bad about leaving the ct, but were quickly 
hushed and kicked out the door. 

no matter how important it is to relay 
the news, it was more important for us 
to be comfortable. For some, that meant 
reporting for the ct. For others, it meant 
being with family. 

personally, i needed to take Wednesday 
afternoon off. my younger brother goes to 
school at radford university, just south of 

{ C O V E R I N G  V I R G I N I A  T E C H }

Joe Kendall, currently a reporting intern at the Roanoke Times, was  
co-managing editor at the Collegiate Times on April 16. He adds:

As for journalistic decisions, one that really stands out to me  was sitting down on 

the second day and trying to decide how to report the number of victims (i.e. whether 

to say 32 or include Seung-Hui cho as a victim and say 33). After quite some time delib-

erating we decided to report there were 32 victims and 33 deceased.

i know we sat down several times to set policy on matters like that, but i can’t for the 

life of me remember any of the specific issues, the whole week was kind of a blur. As far 

as visual decisions, i remember on the first day being disappointed with the number of 

good photos that we had. looking back, the photo we chose turned out extremely well, 

but i remember in the heat of the moment being very disappointed that we didn’t have 

Shao’s photos. one problem we had throughout the week was a lack of layout design-

ers, many of whom had gone home to be with their families. Amie and our production 

manager claire craft worked tirelessly to get each front page just right and all of us 

had to pitch in on designing the inside pages.
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Blacksburg. i called him on my way out 
of the newsroom at 4 p.m. We hung out 
for the rest of the afternoon and attended 
church together. 

Back on campus, i visited memorials and 
began collecting my thoughts. it was one 
of the first times i was alone since monday, 
and was a very emotional afternoon. it all 
hit me at once.

i ignored a few calls from Amie, but later 
realized that she was just calling to tell 
me to stay home that evening. She cer-
tainly cared and did not want me working 
when i should be alone. After a few hours, 
i returned to the newsroom and helped 
finish the paper for the day. 

Joe stayed throughout the week, with 
seemingly no interruption. i’m still not 
sure how he kept going, but he certainly 
was in the newsroom longer than anyone 
that week. With roughly 11 hours of sleep 
between monday and Friday, he worked 
over 65 hours in the newsroom. it was that 
kind of dedication that helped produce the 
paper, especially as our staff grew smaller 
as the week went on.

While on the phone with 
Fox news, i was asked 
about a photograph of a 
man being detained on 

our drillfield. 
the photograph that Fox was airing was 

of an Asian man wearing a black jacket 
and glasses, matching the description of 
the gunman. the photo, however, was of 
our photographer, Shaozhuo cui, who had 
been close to norris taking photographs 
for the collegiate times. 

Shao was photographing the scene out-
side of norris that monday morning when 
police yelled that he should run away from 
the scene. then they “changed their mind,” 
Shao said. 

Shao was detained for nearly two hours 
and his equipment was confiscated. the 
camera, with the pictures still on it, was 
returned thursday, three days later than 
we would have liked. 

the ct published many of Shao’s pic-
tures in Friday’s issue.

of the many debates in the newsroom 
that week, one that required the most 
attention was of how much play to give 
the gunman. throughout the week, his 
picture did not grace the front page of the 
newspaper. We printed a headshot of him 
on the Wednesday paper on page four, and 

discussed printing photos from the mani-
festo he sent to nBc.

After talking about the distaste of the 
photographs, we published a single photo 
of the television screen with one of the 
controversial pictures. the story was about 
the manifesto and the details of monday’s 
events. 

Amie, Joe and i, along with the photo 
editor for each day, worked on the front 
page each night. Amie certainly gave the 
front page the most attention, and her back-
ground as production manager gave her 
plenty of experience with layout. She and 
her protégé, claire craft, spent hours each 
night designing the front page. 

on monday, we knew that the front page 
was going to be important; more important 
than any other day for the ct. We talked 
about gory pictures, or pictures of chaos. 
We decided that everyone was tired of those 
photographs, and by the time the paper 
was on the racks, it would have been 24 

hours since the norris shootings. 
instead, we printed a page with a very 

large photograph of students standing in a 
circle on the drillfield. the photo is of the 
backs of these students and is relatively 
dark. it encompassed many of the feelings 
we as students had. there is a little bit of 
light over the horizon, as Hokies every-
where were searching for that light. 

Above the photo is the word “Heartache.” 
Below is a paragraph that sums up the feel-
ings for most students. it begins “Surreal 
… there are still hundreds of questions 
left unanswered surrounding yesterday’s 
events. in the face of such devastating loss, 
lingering uncertainties about what caused 
it, who caused it and how it was handled 
will forever haunt our memories, but what 
is more important is to remember what we 
were before the tragedy. We were strong, 
secure, confident — team united.”

the next day featured another very large 
photograph of a member of the Virginia 
tech corps of cadets playing “taps” on 
the drillfield during the candlelight vigil. 
Below is a story on the vigil written by our 
sports editor.

thursday’s issue contained four pictures 
on the front page along with the names of 
all 32 victims. 

After four days of photographs, the 
Friday issue of the ct did not contain 
any on the front page. instead, Amie and 
our adviser, Scott chandler, worked on a 
memorial ribbon that took up most of the 
page. inside the ribbon were all the ques-
tions we had from the week, many of which 
would not be answered for months. “Who 
is he talking about?” it begins. “What was 
he like? What will happen to norris? Why 
norris Hall?” 

i have taken great pride in how the ct 
looked visually that week. Amie worked 
diligently on it, along with claire. people 
will save copies of the ct from that week 
and the front pages were excruciatingly 
important.

one month removed from April 16, 
the ct has not seen a publication 
without mention of the tragedy. 

each issue has contained, in some way, 
the repercussions from that miserable day, 
and it is unclear how long this will last. 
it would be very nice to publish a paper 
that has no mention of the day, but that is 
not our goal. instead, it is a testament to 
how deeply this tragedy has affected this 
community. We will move on, but we will 
never forget.

A
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         t a time when it’s easy to feel alone and isolated, walking
          around campus reminds the Virginia Tech community 
                that the country is offering thoughts, prayers and words.
                           Squires Student Center appears normal from the outside 
until you walk into the doors of any entrance, which are filled with 
posters, printed e-mails and flower arrangements. Radford University 
showed their condolences by sending orange posters covered in notes 
and signatures of every color that are now posted outside Colonial 
Hall and Commonwealth Ballroom on the second floor.

“Stay strong and hopeful. You all will remain in our thoughts and 
prayers,” reads one of the posters. “VT, we love you! Praying for you 
always,” reads another. 

“VCU Expressions for VT,” Virginia Commonwealth’s signa-
ture-covered poster had no white space to be found. “Stay strong, 
stick together!” a poster reminds, “You’re in our thoughts and 
prayers.” 

Walking down to the Alumni Mall entrance, posters from the 
University of North Carolina reaffirms that “VT is not alone.” Also on 
the same board are dozens of e-mails from college staff and students 
from local neighbors, such as James Madison University and, from 
across the world, including South Africa, Canada, The Netherlands 
and the United Kingdom. 

While the Drillfield is normally filled with students racing to class 
and talking on cell phones, it is now filled with silence. Trees that blos-
som in spring promising warm weather now have black, maroon and 
orange strips of cloth tied around their trunks. Near War Memorial 
Chapel is a small makeshift memorial with a collection of candles, 
flowers, signatures and cards. One small poster reads “In deep mem-
ory of Professor Kevin Granata.” 

Two maroon and white tents punctuate the stillness, each housing 
eight boards covered in black signatures and messages. “Together we 
stand, united we fall,” stood out on one board written in orange ink. 
Students, Blacksburg residents and families slowly encircle the boards 
soaking in every message. 

Thirty-two pieces of Hokie stone sit in a horseshoe around the 
podium at the head of the Drillfield, representing the 32 victims. Each 
stone is topped with flowers and a Virginia Tech pennant. More flow-
ers rest around the stones, bringing a small piece of life to such a dark 
moment. 

Yet not every poster around campus sends a message of sorrow. 
A neon orange one posted on the front of Patton Hall reads “Hokie 
Nation Needs to Heal. Media Stay Away.”

Anywhere on campus, you aren’t far from a physical representation 
of the emotions felt in Blacksburg. Whether writing a message, light-
ing a candle or simply reading the words of others, this campus’ heart 
beats with Hokie pride. The lights of Tuesday night’s vigil will not be 
extinguished as these memorials continue to grow, reminding the 
community of Nikki Giovanni’s message that “We are Virginia Tech.” 

Beginning to heal

“If we don’t meet again, your final assignment 
from me is perhaps the most important lesson you 

will learn in life. ...

Hoduck Kim, Taewon Kim and Sunny Park react to the events that occurred Monday on the Virginia Tech campus while at a memorial on the Drillfield yesterday.
SHAOZHUO CUI/SPPS

Ross Abdallah Alameddine 

✦ Jamie Bishop ✦ Brian Bluhm 

✦Ryan Clark ✦ Austin Cloyd 

✦ Jocelyne Couture-Nowak  

✦ Daniel Perez Cueva ✦ Kevin 

Granata ✦ Matthew Gregory 

Gwaltney ✦ Caitlin Hammaren  

✦ Jeremy Herbstritt ✦ Rachael 

Hill ✦ Emily Jane Hilscher 

✦ Jarrett Lane ✦ Matthew 

Joseph La Porte ✦ Henry 

Lee ✦ Liviu Librescu ✦ 

G.V. Loganathan ✦ Parahi 

Lumbantoruan ✦ Lauren Ashley 

McCain ✦ Dan O’Neil ✦ Juan 

Ortiz ✦ Minal Hiralal Panchal 

✦ Erin Peterson ✦ Michael 

Pohle ✦ Julia Pryde ✦ Mary 

Read ✦ Reema Samaha ✦ 

Waleed Mohamed Shaalan 

✦ Leslie Sherman ✦ Maxine 

Turner ✦ Nicole White

Tributes helping
community cope

STORY BY SHARON PRITZ 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY KYLE SWANSON AND ANNABELLE OMBAC

IN MEMORIUM

... Go to your mother, father, brothers and sisters and tell 
them with all your heart how much you love them. And 
tell them that you know how much they love you too. Go 

out of your way to make good memories. ... 

... At some point, these memories may be all you have 
left. May God bless you all, Bryan” 

— Professor Bryan Cloyd’s e-mail to his students. 
Cloyd’s daughter, Austin, died Monday.

{ C O V E R I N G  V I R G I N I A  T E C H }

Above, the cover of the Thursday, April 
19 issue. And, right, the Friday issue that 
asks all the week’s unanswered questions.
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What’s next?

Why? How will they handle

graduation? Where do we go from

here? What will happen with classes?

Who is he talking about? What was he

like? What will happen to Norris? Why

Norris Hall? Will students ever be the same?

What will the rest of the semester be like?

How long will the media stay? When did

he tape that video? Why did he do

it? Why was Emily Hilscher

the first? Why did he

photograph himself

that way? Will a

lot

Who is he talking about? What was he like?

What will happen to Norris? Why Norris Hall? Will students

ever be the same? What will the rest of the semester be like? How long

will the media stay? When did he tape that video? Why did he do it? Why was

Emily Hilscher first? Why did he photograph himself that way? Why did he send the

package to NBC? Will a lot of students come back for the rest of the semester? How will this

affect the prospective freshman class? What will happen to his dorm room? Why would he kill people

he doesn’t know? Will security change? Can campus be safe again? How will they handle graduation?

Where do we go from here? What will happen with classes? Who is he talking about? What was he like?

What will happen to Norris? Why Norris Hall? Will students ever be the same? What will the rest of the

semester be like? How long will the

media stay? When did he tape that video?

Why did he do it? Why was Emily Hilscher

first? Why did he photograph himself that

way? Why did he send the package to NBC?

Will a lot of students come back for the rest

of the semester? How will this affect the

prospective freshman class? What will

happen to his dorm room? Why would he

kill people he doesn’t know? Will security

change? Can campus be safe again? How

will they handle graduation? Where do we

go from here? What will happen with

classes? Who is he talking about? What was

he like? What will happen to Norris? Why

Norris Hall? Will students ever be the same?

What will the rest of the semester be like?

How long will the media stay? When did he

tape that video? Why did he do it? Why was

Emily Hilscher first? Why did he photograph

himself that way? Why did he send the

package to NBC? Will a lot of students come

back for the rest of the semester? How will

this affect the prospective freshman class?

What will happen to his dorm room? Why

would he kill people he doesn’t know? Will

security change? Can campus be safe again?

How will they handle graduation? Where do

we go from here? What will happen with

classes? Who is he talking about? What was

he like? What will happen to Norris? Why

Norris Hall? Will students ever be the same?

What will the rest of the semester be like?

How long will the media stay? When did he

tape that video? Why did he do it? Why was

Emily Hilscher first? Why did he photograph

himself that way? Why did he send the package

to NBC? Will a lot of students come back for

the rest of the semester? How will this affect

the prospective freshman class? What

will happen to his dorm room?

Why would he kill people he

doesn’t know? Will

 security change?

Can campus

 be safe?

of

 students

come back for

the rest of the

semester? How will this

affect the prospective

freshman class? What will happen

to his dorm room? Why would he kill

people he doesn’t know? Will security

change? Can campus be safe again? How

will they handle graduation? Where do we

go from here? What will happen with classes?

Who is he talking about? What was he like?

What will happen to Norris? Why Norris

Hall? Will students ever be the same? What

will the rest of the semester be like? How

long will the media stay? When did he tape

that video? Why did he do it? Why was Emily

Hilscher first? Why did he photograph

himself that way? Why did he send the

package to NBC? Will a lot of students come

back for the rest of the semester? What will

happen to his dorm room?

As students, faculty, staff and mem-
bers of a community we have started 
the healing process with resolve. 
Hokies are spending time with fam-
ily and friends, remembering the 
victims, and slowly but surely coming 
to terms with these events. 

The Provost has issued a letter 
stating that classes will resume on 
Monday, but the way students will 
finish the semester is up to them.

Students have three options to 
determine their semester grade. The 
first option is getting a grade based 
on materials that have already been 
submitted prior to April 16. The sec-
ond is already submitted material plus 
any other material a student wishes to 
submit for a grade. The last option 

is to turn in the material that would 
have been submitted for grade upon 
regular completion of the course.

The Provost’s letter asks for discus-
sion of these events from various 
perspectives, and also mentions the 
choices students will have for comple-
tion of the semester. 

Professor Benfield of the Biology 
department states, “we want to be 
flexible, and do what the students 
want to do.”

Faculty members will meet Friday 
to discuss further details, but the 
general consensus is geared towards 
allowing students to have flexibility.

Members of the faculty have also 
expressed a wish to see less of the 
media around campus, hoping that 

students and faculty have more 
peace in the coming days. Professor 
Benfield asserts that the healing pro-
cess will be strengthened if there is less 
media coverage when students return 
to classes.

The Provost states, “Flexibility and 
attention to the needs of the students 
is a high priority ... In support of their 
emotional well-being, it is recom-
mended that students continue to 
participate in class activities as part of 
the Virginia Tech community.”

The letter goes on to state that the 
course withdrawal option will be 
extended until the last day of classes, 
and each student will also have that 
time to choose their course comple-
tion method.

Faculty members agree this sounds 
like the most reasonable option. It 
allows for students to leave campus 
without any grade penalties. Benfield 
states that he and other faculty 
members and counselors have made 
themselves available if students need 
to talk.

The letter encourages students to 
return to class, and many people 
on campus hope that next week, 
normalcy will return to the campus. 
The Provost concluded his letter 
stating that the students whose lives 
were taken will be awarded degrees 
posthumously for which they were 
enrolled this semester.

 CT STAFF

Students given several options for semester’s end

✦ Hokie Hangout: 1 p.m. – 7 p.m., 
Old Dominion Ballroom

✦ Hokie Hike by YMCA around 
Angel’s Rest: 1 p.m., 

Old Dominion Ballroom

TODAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

✦ Hokie Hope: all day, worldwide 

✦ Hokie Hangout: 1 p.m. – 7 p.m., 
Old Dominion Ballroom

✦ Memorial service for Dr. Kevin 
P. Granata: 2 p.m., Blacksburg 

Presbyterian Church

✦ Relay for Life: 6 p.m., 
Johnson-Miller Track

✦ Hokie Hangout: 1 p.m. – 7 p.m., 
Old Dominion Ballroom

✦ Hokies United picnic: 5 p.m., Drillfield

{ C O V E R I N G  V I R G I N I A  T E C H }



�

SND UPDATE MAY/JUNE 2007

For students, educators and young professionals     

upnext
SND UPDATE JUNE 2007

�

{ s n d  o r l a n d o :  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  i n t o  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d }

So says terence oliver, assistant 
professor in the School of Visual 
communication at ohio univer-
sity. oliver, who accompanied 
this year’s crop of students who 

assisted judges at the Syracuse competition, is 
a fountain of inspirational messages. He fills 
us in on ou’s visual journalism program.

raising the bar. Stepping up  
to the plate. And taking it to  
the next level. 

by SAMANTHA CRITCHELL

It’s easy to declare dresses a key item in fashion for 
next spring. They were the most consistent thing on the 
runways at New York Fashion Week as top designers 
previewed their collections for next season.

But what, if any, specific look will take off?
The fashion editors, retailers and stylists who often influ-

ence what the rest of us wear saw every shape dress from 
sacks to chemises. Some were trapezes and others even 
had the unappealing name “tent.” (You’d think the people 
who introduced the words “fashionista” and “bling” to the 
world could come up with something better.)

Other big headlines to emerge from the eight days of 
fashion shows were short hemlines, spring coats, metal-
lics for glitz instead of beads, and a very white, black 
and beige palette with occasional pops of blue and yel-
low. Graphic prints were popular, too.

“Dresses sell well,” said Stephanie Solomon, Bloom-
ingdale’s fashion director, who noted that dresses start-
ed to take over retail racks this past spring and they’re 
expected to do well this fall. 

So, instead of tunics with leggings there will be mini-
dresses (a loose shape balances the shorter length) and 
instead of chunky cardigans, there will be boxy jackets.

posh

EntertainmentTrendz

posh.com
$1.50

Working girl

Needa newcoat?

This trapeze shape is great 
over fitted-top-and-full-skirt 
combos- and everything else. 
Choose a shape that’s to-
the-knee or shorter; a longer 
length will drown you.

There are so many dark 
clothes in stores now that 
adding a coat in an unexpect-
ed hue is, well, red hot. And 
for a very now leg look, go 
narrow with the skinny jeans.

Say hello to your new hour-
glass figure, courtesy of this 
miracle-working nipped-in 
waist and flared skirt. Avoid 
wearing bulky winter sweat-
ers underneath

Everyone is sure to take your 
orders in this sleek com-
manding style The ’06 details 
to search for: gold buttons, 
pleated sleeves and a slightly 
flared cut.

A stANdout color A retro style A militAry lookA bell shApe

Look no further 
we’ve got the best 

new ideas (hint: 
think knee-length), 

paired up with 
Fall’s hottest acces-

sories. The result? 
An instant update 

for everything you 
own. After all, in 

the dead of winter, 
it’s the coat every-

one sees first.
Photos by Norman Jean Roy

Coat, Narciso Rodriguez; bag, 
Roberto Cavalli; tights. Calvin Klein; 
shoes Manolo Blahnik.

Coat, Lanvin; bag Chanel; 
tights, Lavante; shoes Christian 
Louboutin

Coat, necktie, bag, boots, Chanel; 
hat Philip Treacy London; gloves, 
Alberta Ferretti.

Coat, top, belt, boots, Dolce & 
Gabbana; bag, Michael Kors. iNside

Wednesday 15, 09.06

indEx

More incredible coats 
for the fall. Styles from 

the everyday look to the 
nighttime glam. Also 

find where you can get 
the look for less.

A model wears a 
creation as part 
of the Moschino 
Spring/Summer
2007 women’s 
fashion collec-
tion, presented 
in Milan, Italy, 
Tuesday, Sept. 
14, 2006. 

project runway sweeps olympus fashion week

Polka dots, the spotted pattern 
of party dresses and timeless 
youth, are making a comeback. 
Everywhere, women of style are 
choosing bold black and white.

A5

B3c2

patent shines
One of the shining stars of the fall fashion season 

is patent leather.
Yes, years ago it was considered a summer 

item _ it was a way to lighten up black accesso-
ries to go with lighter clothes. It’s also been associated with 
little girl Mary Janes and the 1960s’ mod look.

This year, though, patent is sophisticated. And cool _ 
even wintery.

It’s also colored. In addition to black, shoppers will find 
patent leather accessories in white, navy, red and camel.

“This patent leather is not aggressive, not for power,” 
says accessories guru Kate Spade. “It’s for fun, for crisp-
ness, for shine.”

With fashion taking a turn toward the more subdued 
_ with notably little embellishment _ the gleam of 

patent leather adds an extra bit of interest to an 
outfit, she adds.

It’s more versatile than one might think.
Spade says it certainly can be dressy, 
especially in a dark colored shoe with 

a high heel. But it also can be 
casual if the shoe is 

a flat. “I imagine it 
with skinny cigarette 
pants and a khaki 

Photo collection from 
Fall Fashion Week

It’s something college seniors save up for, 
young professionals actually hang up and 
older workers can’t seem to part with even 
when it’s too small or out of style. For gen-
erations, buying a conservative suit for job 
interviews was a rite of passage. But times 
have changed, even if your wardrobe hasn’t.

the interview outfit

A3

TrEnds 
AccEssoriEs
shoEs
EnTErTAinmEnT
cElEBriTiEs
dEsignErs 
runWAy

Photo by 
Luca Bruno

d2

a3
b4
b6
b2
c5
d4
d2

by MELINDA YOUNG

SHINE A3 MINI A5

mini returns

the program    
The School of Visual 

Communication is part 

of the Scripps College of 

Communication at Ohio 

University (other schools are 

the E.W. Scripps School of 

Journalism, the J. W. McClure 

School of Information and 

Telecommunication Systems, 

the School of Communication 

Studies and the School of 

Telecommunications). There are 

four sequences offered in the 

School of Visual Communication 

(VisCom): informational graphics 

and publication design, multime-

dia, photojournalism and com-

mercial photography. 

the students    

There are approximately 320 

undergraduate students in the 

VisCom program — about 20 

students per sequence, per year. 

Additionally, there are about 40 

graduate students in VisCom.

the faculty    

Currently there are 10 faculty 

members in Viscom. Julie Elman 

and I teach the informational 

graphics and design classes; 

the photojournalism classes are 

taught by Terry Eiler (director of 

VisCom), Stan Alost (assistant 

director of VisCom), Marcy 

Nighswander and Bruce Strong; 

Sam Girton teaches in the multi-

{o h i o  u n i v e r s i t y  a t  s n d  c o m p e t i t i o n }

Contact Julie elman,
upnext editor, to submit 
content and ideas for future 
issues: elman@ohio.edu

u p n e x t “Flying may not be all plain sailing, but the fun of it is worth the price.”   a m e l i a  e a r h a r t

alyce Jones, senior (prototype for fashion publication)
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media sequence; Gary Kirksey 

and Larry Hamel-Lambert 

teach on the commercial side. 

Bill Schneider teaches digital 

imaging, which all students are 

required to take. There’s a lot of 

crossover within the sequences 

in terms of who teaches what. 

For example, Julie Elman and 

Larry Hamel-Lambert also teach 

picture editing, and Stan Alost 

and I teach newsroom manage-

ment courses. 

the classroom    
Many of the assignments I give 

in my design and information 

graphics classes are anything 

but typical. Often, I work hard to 

create opportunities that reach 

beyond the classroom and allow 

students to work with numerous 

industry professionals as their 

clients. Students have been given 

opportunities to report on vari-

ous topics presented by clients 

and are often able to pitch cre-

ative/enterprise ideas and get 

them published in various high-

profile newspapers and maga-

zines. In class, it’s quite common 

to see our students working with 

and getting their work critiqued 

by such notable pros as Joe Zeff, 

Martin Gee, Scott Minister, David 

Kordalski and many others. As 

a matter of fact, in a few weeks 

Andrea Levy — one of the best 

visual journalists in the world 

— will be in our classroom shar-

ing her great wisdom. Some of 

the student examples on these 

UpNext pages were done for cli-

ents and even published in their 

publications.    

u p n e x t “Flying may not be all plain sailing, but the fun of it is worth the price.”   a m e l i a  e a r h a r t

              

lanting from seeds can be rewarding and 

money-saving, if done properly.  Seeds 

cost a fraction of seedlings, and are easy to get 

started.  All it takes is some pre-planning and 

a little time.  Learn how,  and where to plant 

seeds to get results.

Seeds of Change
Rock On Root Vegetables
Root veggies are easy options 
in a garden.  They take up 
little room, and flourish 
almost anywhere.
Root H3

EASY Spring Cleaning 
Heres a fast and easy way to 
sweep your way out of winter, 
fit for any lifestyle.
Clean H6

Fertilizer for Everyone
The choices are endless but 

which one is best?  Learn 
which fertilizers work best 

for your garden, and lifestyle.
Fertilize H6

Tools of the Trade
Bring your style outside with

some of Spring’s brightest 
new gardening tools.    

Tools H3

P

Seeds H1
page design by Lisa Bookwalter

photo by Denny Culbert

HOME & GARDEN   
Friday March 5, 2006

Spring

2 0 0 7

S p e c i a l  S e c t i o n  H

lisa Bookwalter, senior (illustration and page design)
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BLUE EYES

BROWN HAIR

FAIR SKIN

BLUEPRINT
BABIES
IS DESIGNING 
CHILDREN
HEALTHY 
OR JUST PLAIN 
UNETHICAL?

SPECIAL HEALTH
January 24, 2007 ww.time.com

u p n e x t “Soar, eat ether, see what has never been seen; depart, be lost, but climb.”   e d n a  S t.  V i n C e n t  m i l l ayu p n e x t “One can never consent to creep when one feels an impulse to soar.”   h e l e n  k e l l e r

(above) Carol north, senior 
(photographed  
by Lindsay Unger)

(assignment involved 
collaboration between 
designers and commer-
cial photographers)

amanda hoover, senior (illustration and design)allison achberger, senior (illustration and design)
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u p n e x t “Soar, eat ether, see what has never been seen; depart, be lost, but climb.”   e d n a  S t.  V i n C e n t  m i l l ay

04/08 SPRING HOME & GARDEN, PAGE E1

Dispatch
Dispatch

E

NCAA Basketball Tournament Preview
Friday, March 9, 2007 Special Section

All the usual suspects are in line, but only one can be victorious.  Who will get caught up 
in the bottleneck and who will slip through, and who’s got the best shot to go all the way?

Photoillustration by tim meko

Best in the Land
The OSU Men are #1 for the 
first time since 1962, but what 
does it mean in the long run? 
Are they set to go all the way?

D2 D3
What’s a Matta with You?

We sit down with Thad Matta and 
figure out how he’s been able to turn 
the program into a national power-
house.  He also explains why the 5
second rule still applies to gum.

Davenport’s Predictions
Jessica Davenport and the rest of 
her Lady Bucks are ready for the 
big dance, but what do her brack-
ets look like?  (Hint: there are 
some familiar faces at the end.)

D4

Sixty-Five Go In,
Only One Can Win

the late jazz pianist

Bill Evans
stephen vagg’s 

the quarter life 
crisis collection

alberta ballet collaborates with 

Joni Mitchell

Chelsea Wickline, senior (illustration and design)

elizabeth Zuhl, senior (illustration and design)

tim meko, graduate student (illustration and design; considered for publication in The Columbus Dispatch) See more examples, next page
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u p n e x tu p n e x t “No bird soars too high, if he soars with his own wings.”   W i l l i a m  B l a k e

  Maximumspeed 12.5 mph | 20 km/h
         Carryingcapacity 260 lbs | 118 kg

Weight 105 lbs | 47.7 kg
Footprint 12 x 25 in | 63 x 63 cm

Batterytype Two Saphion® lithium-ion
battery packs

Batteryrange Up to 24 miles | 38 km
Motors Two brushless, DC servomotors
Wheels 14 in | 35 cm glass-reinforced

thermoplastic
Tires 19 in | 48  cm puncture-resistant tire

Platformheight 8 in | 21 cm
     Groundclearance 3 in | 7.6 cm

Display Wireless InfoKey™ controller

for the new Segway i2

It balances itself and is steered by leaning slightly forward, backward, or side-to-side.
Segway inventor Dean Kamen says his electric-powered personal transporter 

“will be to the car what the car was to the horse and buggy.”

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BETH STOJKOV

Beth Stojkov, senior (illustration and design)

12
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u p n e x t “I love deadlines. I like the whooshing sound they make as they fly by.”   d o u g l a S  a d a m S

JAN. FEB. MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC.

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

0

Vice President 
Dick Cheney
accidentally

shoots a friend 
while hunting 

quail.

Naomi
Campbell is 
accused of 
hurling yet 

another cell 
phone at an 
assistant.

Mel Gibson is arrested for 
drunken driving and goes on an 

anti-Semitic rant.

Lindsay Lohan
accidentally
moons the 

audience at the 
Kid’s Choice 

Awards.

Diddy’s home 
video on his 

MySpace page 
shows fans a side 

of “Pee Diddy” 
they had never 
seen before.

“Somethin,” the 
Flavor of Love 2

reality star, stinks 
up her suitor’s 

living room when 
she makes a 

mess on the floor. 

Jessica Simpson
performs 9 to 5

for her idol, Dolly 
Parton; just one 
problem — she 

forgets the 
words.

Michael Richards bursts into a racially 
charged tirade in response to being 

heckled during his stand-up act.

CELEBRITY OOPS-O-METER
RATINGS FROM 1 (LEAST OFFENSIVE) 
TO 10 (OUTLANDISH)

David Beckham
confesses to 

being confused 
by his 

6-year-old’s 
math homework

Just when you 
thought you had 
seen enough of 
Britney Spears,
she flashes the 

paparazzi.

Danny DeVito visits 
The View after a 

night of partying with 
George Clooney; 

Rosie and Barbara 
are anything but 
pleased by his 

booze-fueled antics.

B8 � THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2006 WWW.DISPATCH.COM
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Magazines dog Spears
as worst owner of pups

When it comes to celebrity
dog-parenting skills, Britney
Spears is the world’s worst,
according to the online vote by
readers of two dog magazines.
“Britney was the overwhelming
choice” for worst celebrity dog
owner for 2006, said Hilary
O’Hagan, editor of The New
York Dog and The Hollywood
Dog magazines. “She once had
three Chihuahuas . . . and never
left home without at least one
of them on her arm,” O’Hagan
said. “As soon as she met
(soon-to-be ex-husband Kevin
Federline) and had kids, they
(the dogs) disappeared.” Paris
Hilton, 2005’s “worst” winner,
placed second for “treating her
dogs like accessories.”

Defensive Katie’s no lady
when addressing her critics

Katie Couric admits that her
new gig as anchorwoman of
The CBS Evening News has
been “a little harder than I
thought it would be. Some
people out there are rooting for

me to fail,’’ Couric, 49, tells
Esquire in its January issue.
“You have to be unwavering in
your convictions that you’re
doing something good, because
there are a lot of circling vul-
tures that will eat you alive.’’
Couric points out that even
Esquire criticized her after her

Sept. 5 debut. “You have some-
thing in the November issue,
something about how since I’ve
become an anchor, you don’t
know me anymore. You don’t
know me anymore? Bite me.’’

McCartney critic
not in holiday spirit

Paul McCartney’s 1979 tune
Wonderful Christmas Time has
been named the worst yule
song of all time by the Web site
Retrocrush. “It sounds like
some kid with hooks for fingers
and Parkinson’s disease is slam-
ming on some used Casio that
Paul found at a thrift store,’’
Retrocrush editor Robert Berry
said. The vocals are “like left-
overs from some sort of Special
Olympics victory song. . . .
Anyone who’s ever had to suffer
through this yuletide abortion
should . . . get a fat check from
Sir Paul as a Christmas gift.’’

Lohan suffers for her art
Following in the spike-heeled

footsteps of Demi Moore, Lind-
say Lohan is learning stripper
moves for her role in I Know
Who Killed Me, and the lessons
have left their mark, literally.
“I’ve been in pole dancing

lessons . . . every day for four
hours,’’ Lohan said. “I have
bruises all over. That’s why I
haven’t worn shorts.’’ 

Seinfeld has honey of a life
Jerry Seinfeld is trying out

his animated side in a Dream-
Works production called Bee
Movie, due out in November. In
it, he is the voice of a bee that
leaves the hive and discovers

that humans have been steal-
ing the insects’ honey. “There’s
no way to even describe the
gold mine in the comedic arts
that family life is,” said Sein-
feld, who has three children
younger than 6. “I can’t believe
I missed it for so long. If my life
was total misery . . . it would
still be worth it for the jokes.”

Quote-unquote
� “I’ve heard a million (pick-

up lines) because I worked at
Dunkin’ Donuts. When I’d be
making someone’s coffee, I’d be
like, ‘How do you like it?’
They’d say, ‘You can just put
your finger in it. That’s sugar
enough.’ Ugh!’’ — Access Holly-
wood hostess Maria Menounos. 
� “(On Dec. 17), Ohio State

quarterback Troy Smith won
the Heisman Trophy, but . . .
when he tried to fly home,
airline security wouldn’t let the
Heisman Trophy onboard the
plane. Apparently, the Heisman
has been considered a deadly
weapon ever since O.J. Simp-
son won one.’’ — Conan
O’Brien

— Compiled by Mark Naegele
mnaegele@dispatch.com

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS Today’s birthdays
86 �Little Jimmy Dickens,
country singer 
73 �Cicely Tyson, actress (The
Autobiography of Miss Jane
Pittman)
62 �Tim Reid, actor (WKRP in
Cincinnati)
46 �Mike Lookinland, actor
(Bobby on The Brady Bunch)
43 �Jennifer Beals, actress
(Flashdance)
34 �Alyssa Milano, actress
(Charmed)
25 �Jake Gyllenhaal, actor
(Brokeback Mountain)

Britney
Spears’
Chihuahua
tries to
escape.

FLIP

SIDETHE

Web sites of Mass Distraction are
entertainment-oriented sites 
(humor, jokes, office time-killers).
www.simonsezsanta.com
Santa’s wish is your command on
this addictive site. A skinny,
discount-department store version
of the holiday icon will perform just
about any task you can think of —
within reason. For example, we
typed in “jump,” “drink” and “rap”
with successful results. “Perform
surgery,” on the other hand, was
met with a terse Santa rebuke. Our
favorite was “hit Rudolph,” in which
Santa hauls off and belts an
inflatable reindeer standing nearby.
And, yes, you can try more-risque
commands, but most are met with
“censored” signs. Believe us. We
tried.

— Nick Chordas
nchordas@dispatch.com

WMD

Last month, a judge upheld a rule
passed by a condominium associ-
ation in Golden, Colo., prohibiting
owners from smoking — even inside
their units. For five years, neighbors
had complained that a couple’s
cigarette smoke had been seeping
into their townhouses.

— Chuck Shepherd
Universal Press Syndicate

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Nikki Sixx recently celebrated his
48th birthday. How much do you
know about the bassist and
founder of Motley Crue?

1. Surprisingly, the musician’s real
name is not Nikki Sixx. What is
his real name?
a. Frank Feranna
b. Mike DeConti
c. Nicholas Ramsey
d. Matthew Martinez

2. Which of the following is not
true about Sixx’s family?
a. His father left early in his
childhood.
b. His mother dated Richard Pryor. 
c. His sister had Down syndrome.
d. His brother was Motley Crue’s
first singer.

3. Sixx is also an author. With
Motley Crue, he wrote The Dirt:
Confessions of the World’s Most
Notorious Rock Band. His story
about his life can be found in
which book?
a. Sixx, Lies and Audiotape
b. The Heroin Diaries
c. The Bassline
d. What I Barely Remember

4. Sixx is also generous, creating
a fund-raising group for Covenant
House, which helps homeless and
runaway youth. What is the name
of his foundation?
a. The Pain of Fear 
b. Running Wild in the Night
c. Home, Sweet Home
d. Sixx Avenue

ANSWERS
1. a; 2. d; 3. b; 4. b 

— DallasNews.com

QUIZ NIKKI SIXX

FLIP SIDE EDITOR
Steve Berry...............614-461-8536

sberry@dispatch.com

� We welcome your comments,
complaints and kudos.

E-mail .......theflipside@dispatch.com
Fax ...........................614-559-1754

Mail: The Flip Side, The Dispatch
34 S. 3rd St.
Columbus, OH 43215

The Flip Side: Let the healing begin.

HOW TO REACH US

W hat happens when celebrities stop being polite and start being real?
When their publicists aren’t looking, some manage to undergo some
rather embarrassing endeavors. Here at The Flip Side, we found the

most awkward moments of 2006. We gathered together the biggest “what-were-
they-thinking?” moments and scored them on our Celebrity Embarrassment
Index. From the usual red-faced red-carpet mishaps to embarrassing arrests,
we’re re-airing and rating the dirty laundry of your favorite celebrities.

Rachel Conn, a senior in Ohio University’s School of Visual
Communication, created this page for a layout-and-design-class.

OOPS! THEY
DID IT AGAIN

Recap shows that stars can’t stop
doing stupid stuff
By Rachel Conn � FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH 

Survive your office party
Think your office shindig is hard on

you? How about your spouse or signif-
icant other?

Peter Post, the great-grandson of
etiquette goddess Emily Post and au-
thor of the new book Essential Man-
ners for Couples (Collins, $21.95), offers
this advice:

� Give enough notice. This allows
time to find a sitter if you need one
and for your S.O. to buy or dig out
appropriate attire.

� Be proud. Make a point to intro-
duce your partner to your co-workers
and also to your boss.

� Make him or her feel welcome. Get
something to eat or drink together;
show your partner around and offer
hints about important people: “You
remember me talking about Roseanne,
who keeps me organized, don’t you?”

� If you must wander off to talk with
others, keep it brief.

� On the other hand, S.O.s have a
role to play, too. Introduce yourself to
your partner’s co-workers. Be ready to
make small talk. Tell people how proud
you are of his or her work. Don’t look
at your watch or complain about com-
pany policies. Thank the boss before
you leave.

Heed these admonitions
You can lighten your holiday spirit

with these real warning labels from
Remove Child Before Folding (Warner,
$10) by Bob Dorigo Jones:

� “Never use hair dryer while sleep-
ing.” — in the owner’s manual for a
Revlon hair dryer

� “Caution: Do not spray in eyes.” —
on a container of Sure deodorant spray

� “Caution: Risk of fire.” — warning
on a Duraflame log

� “Never iron clothes while they are
being worn.” — on an iron made by
Rowenta

� “May cause drowsiness.” — Nytol’s
Nighttime Sleep-Aid

Decorate with decorum
Here are five signs that you might

want to replace your interior deco-
rator:

� She claims she wants to make your
living room look smart, so she paints
her name in big letters on the walls.

� Rather than a sunken dining room,
he suggests a sinking dining room.

� Your curtains look a lot like bed-
sheets, especially considering the elas-
tic around the edges.

� His jungle theme for the bedroom
includes malaria.

Make a festive guess
This quote is from a popular song.

Name the song and the group.
“So deck those halls / trim those

trees / Raise up cups of Christmas
cheer / I just need to catch my breath /
Christmas by myself this year.”

The answer is below, so don’t peek.

Answer: Christmas Wrapping by the
Waitresses

— McClatchy-Tribune News Service

SHORT STUFF 

CLOSE TO HOME JOHN MCPHERSON

To discourage him from jumping on the bed,
Ryan’s parents covered his ceiling with flypaper.
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Today’s birthdays
51 �Bill Nye, TV host 
(Bill Nye, the Science Guy)
50 �William Fichtner, actor
(Prison Break)
49 �Caroline Kennedy
Schlossberg
38 �Michael Vartan, 
actor (Alias)
30 �Jaleel White, 
actor (Family 
Matters)

In a special Thanksgiving radio
address broadcast from the White
House, President George W. Bush
asked his fellow Americans to join
him in giving thanks for the follow-
ing things:

“My fellow Americans, let’s be
thankful for global warming be-
cause, as these winter months
approach, it makes the world such
a nice, toasty place. 

“Let’s be thankful that by the
time I finally had to go to Vietnam, I
never had to leave my limo. 

“Let’s be thankful that even
though my approval numbers are at
a record low, they’re still higher
than my grades at Yale.

“Let’s be thankful that Fox can-
celed the O.J. Simpson special, so
that the American people would not
be subjected to the most evil
person in the world: Judith Regan.

“Let’s be thankful for PlayStation
Portable, which really helps you get
through those long cabinet meet-
ings when they’re going on and on
about the economy. 

“Let’s be thankful that I’ve gotten
through another entire year without
talking to Cindy Sheehan. 

“Let’s be thankful for Mel
Gibson’s upcoming movie, Lethal
Rabbi. 

“Let’s be thankful that they
finally shut down Mark Foley’s
MySpace page. 

“Let’s be thankful that in nine
months it will be August and then I
can go on summer vacation again.

“And finally, my fellow Amer-
icans, let’s be thankful that as bad
as my career is right now, it’s still in
better shape than Kramer’s.” 

— www.borowitzreport.com

As college football’s regular season draws to a close, the National Football League
will soon have to carry the ball for our football fix. And why not? The NFL has

turned into a soap opera this year, with some players and coaches cast in a
not-so-fashionable light on and off the field. Here are six examples:

THE LADY’S MAN AWARD
PLAYBOY TURNED PARENT 
Who can keep up with Matt Leinart’s long list of girl-
friends — which he has recycled since his senior year at
Southern Cal? Matt has dated Paris Hilton and Kristin
Cavallari of Laguna Beach, and now has a baby with
Southern Cal basketball player Brynn Cameron. Could
the baby mean the end of Leinart’s days of beautiful
Hollywood blondes?

THE CONVICT AWARD
PAROLE MODEL 
There is no doubt that the Cincinnati Bengals’ second-year
wideout, Chris Henry, is showing flashes of brilliance early in his
career. But four arrests in six months (including a felony aggravat-
ed-assault charge with a stolen firearm) adds up to a thug, not a
professional football player. Count your blessings, Chris: It’s either
multiple touchdown celebrations at Paul Brown Stadium or
multiple guards escorting you around prison.

THE EGOTIST AWARD
STUFF A SOCK IN IT 
What can you say about a player who thrives on attention and
creates a media frenzy wherever he goes? Terrell Owens’
pulled hamstring, alleged suicide attempt and strained
relationship with Dallas Cowboys coach Bill Parcells empha-
sizes what many people predicted before the season started.
Hey, Owens: Get over yourself, start playing football and stop
talking; you’re dropping passes left and right.

THE LUNACY AWARD
BLOOD-PRESSURE MEDICINE, ANYONE? 
If anyone has a heart attack this season in the NFL, it will be
Arizona Cardinals head coach Dennis Green. His tirade after
losing to the Bears was reminiscent of the hilarious blowups
of Mike Ditka. After yelling a profanity and slamming his hand
on the podium, Green stormed out of the post-game news
conference in a rage. Be careful, Dennis: It’s the players who
are typically taken from the stadium in an ambulance. 

THE IGNORAMUS AWARD
ONE TOO MANY BLOWS TO THE HEAD 
No doubt Ben Roethlisberger’s motorcycle accident has
affected his performance. But who rides a 2005 Suzuki
Hayabusa racing bike, with a top speed of 170 mph, without
a helmet? Was common sense included with that Miami
University degree? Take a few weeks off to gather your
marbles after being knocked unconscious against Atlanta,
and lead your team back to the playoffs next season. 

THE PHILOSOPHER AWARD
THE ‘BIG TUNA’ SPEAKS 
Who doesn’t love Bill Parcells’ witty comments, sarcastic
demeanor and edgy relationship with the media? The “Big
Tuna,” a nickname he acquired in his early coaching career,
has provided so many memorable sayings that several Web
sites collect his shining moments. The best response this
season: “When you don’t know that you don’t know, it’s a lot
different than when you do know that you don’t know.”

Kellen Summers, a senior in Ohio University’s School of Visual Communication, created this page for a layout-and-design class.

NFL KEEPS IT LIVELY
Bad boys, mad boys, lover boys all winners

By Kellen Summers 
FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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The term “fall finale” is not one that
we, as viewers, recognize. 

To us, the often-abrupt break in a
series at midseason is rude at best and
torturous at worst. (Hello, Lost.)

Networks stop shows halfway
through the season
either to make room
for something else
or to stockpile more
episodes. The upside
is that the practice
usually saves us
from repeats
throughout the sea-
son — which can
drag down serialized
shows such as Prison
Break.

I almost swore off
Prison Break last season when the “fall
finale” cliffhanger left Michael and the
guys stuck in a storage closet for
months. 

I can only hope they do better at 
8 tonight on Fox, including WTTE-TV
(Channel 28). (And, next year, Fox will
probably run the full season without
such manufactured breaks.)

The sexiest convicts on television will
return Jan. 29. 

CBS will follow suit with its new
series Jericho, which will go away until
the end of February after this week.
Jericho will air at 8 p.m. Wednesday on
CBS, including WBNS-TV (Channel 10).

Also this week:
� After multiple make-out test runs

and some scary run-ins with potential
in-laws, The Bachelor: Rome will con-
clude with a two-hour episode begin-
ning at 9 tonight on ABC, including
WSYX-TV (Channel 6).

� The doctors on ABC are oversexed;
on Fox, underemotional; on CBS, over-
confident; and on NBC, over-the-top.

Scrubs, in all its delightful inanity,
will return at 9 p.m. Thursday on NBC,
including WCMH-TV (Channel 4).

� Also, Tina Fey’s increasingly funnier
Alec Baldwin showcase, 30 Rock, will
switch to 9:30 p.m. Thursdays on NBC.

Then, new to 10 p.m. Thursdays on
ABC, Men in Trees gets a promotion
from Fridays.

Trees is quirky and cuddly; 30 Rock is
funny and misshapen. Both deserve a
look. 

� Far on the other side of cuddly, we
find Law & Order: Special Victims Unit,
at 10 p.m. Tuesday on NBC. 

This week’s lineup sounds like the
setup to a joke: Bob Saget, Catherine
Bell, Chris Sarandon and Bernadette
Peters will all appear as guests.

Saget you know from Full House, Bell
from JAG, Peters from Broadway — and
Sarandon is none other than Prince
Humperdinck (from The Princess Bride,
but you knew that).

Each Monday, Dispatch TV writer
Molly Willow previews the coming week.

mwillow@dispatch.com

FLIPPING

Latest torment
for viewers:

fall gap

M O L LY
W I L L O W

Petty isn’t heartbroken 
over loss of weapons

Tom Petty can’t own guns
anymore, but he isn’t com-
plaining. “I’ve had mine taken
away for disturbing the peace,”
the veteran rocker says in the
February issue of Guitar World
Acoustic. “There were times
when I’d just start shooting —
not at people, but I’d go out
and kill a tree. When I’d get
mad, I’d take a gun and kill
some inanimate object. So it
was the right thing to have the
guns taken away.”

Moby harpoons blowhard
over computer ignorance

Musician Moby is taking on
Bill O’Reilly. The cantankerous
Fox News Channel host re-
cently blasted iPod owners,
saying: “I don’t own an iPod. I
would never wear an iPod. Did
you ever talk to these computer
geeks? I mean, can you carry on
a conversation with them?”
Moby shot back: “In the 21st
century, what defines a ‘com-
puter geek’? Bill O’Reilly must
be very lonely, only being able

to carry on con-
versations with the 
2 percent of people in
the Western world
who don’t use com-
puters for their work
and entertainment.” 

As a performer, Britney
has three dimensions

Can’t get enough of
Britney Spears in your
Flip Side gossip
column? Here’s a deal
for you: eBay is
auctioning a pur-
ple View-Master

from Mattel (item No.
110058916652) complete with 18
three-dimensional images of
the singer from 2000. If you pull
the lever down repeatedly while
humming Toxic, it’s almost like
your own little music video. 

New digs, new gig
on horizon for pop star

Britney, by the way, seems to
be doing just fine without es-
tranged hubby Fed-Ex. The

singer is selling the house
they shared in Malibu, Calif.,
for $13.5 million. And Star

magazine is reporting that she
has negotiated a 20-week, 
$15 million exclusive perform-
ance contract with the Palms
Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas.

Kramer calls in big guns 
in his continuing defense

In the aftermath of his racist
tirade against two black heck-
lers during a stand-up routine,
Michael Richards has hired
New York publicist Howard
Rubenstein. “Michael wants to
heal the tremendous wound
that he’s inflicted on the Amer-
ican public and on the African-
American community,” his new
flack said.

Wall of fame looks 
more like wall of shame

O.J. Simpson might lose
more than a book deal. About
1,500 petitioners are asking the
Buffalo Bills to remove the
former football great’s name
from the Ralph Wilson Stadium
wall of fame, MSNBC reports.
“It’s an embarrassment to the
city, to the franchise, to the
fans, and to honorable other
names on the wall,” the
petition reads.

Police blotter
Actress Tawny Kitaen

(Bachelor Party, Whitesnake
videos, The Surreal Life) has
been charged with possessing
15 grams of cocaine.

Stork report
Model Heidi Klum and sing-

er Seal are parents again. Klum
gave birth Wednesday to Johan
Riley Fyodor Taiwo Samuel,
who weighed 8 pounds, 11
ounces. The couple, married in
May 2005, have a 1-year-old
son, Henry Guenther Ademola
Dashtu Samuel.

— Compiled by Steve Berry
sberry@dispatch.com

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Tom Petty, left,
agreeing to live
peacefully with
a tree, above

FLIP

SIDETHE
From humorist Andy Borowitz, 
a twisted take on the news 
of the day:

BUSH ADDRESSES NATION
Lots to be thankful for, 
president says

BOROWITZ REPORT

Twice last month, motorists were
charged with drunken driving after
pulling up to the security guard-
house — by mistake — at the
nuclear-power plant in Braidwood,
Ill. Lloyd Kuykendall, 38, handed a
guard $1, thinking he had
approached a tollbooth, according
to police; and 10 days later, Stanis-
law Drobrzawski, 51, tried to align
his car with the guardhouse, seeing
it as a gas-station pump.

— Chuck Shepherd
Universal Press Syndicate

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Question: What is the least-
sought-after toy for the holidays?

°WorkStation 3

° Tickle Me Uncle Elmo

° Nintendo Wee-Wee

° Sit ’N Sin

° Abu Ghraib Barbie

To cast your vote in our survey, visit
www.dispatch.com/flipside
by noon Thursday. The results will
be revealed on Friday’s page.

YOU TELL US

FLIP SIDE EDITOR
Steve Berry...............614-461-8536

sberry@dispatch.com

� We welcome your comments,
complaints and kudos.

E-mail .......theflipside@dispatch.com
Fax ...........................614-559-1754

Mail: The Flip Side, The Dispatch
34 S. 3rd St.
Columbus, OH 43215

The Flip Side: We can’t believe we
lost to Ben Roethlisberger.

HOW TO REACH US

SPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Bush, right, pets
Flyer, whom Bush pardoned
and Dick Cheney promptly
shot.
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kellen Summers, senior (illustration and design of centerpiece;  
published in The Columbus Dispatch)

rachel Conn, senior (illustration and design of centerpiece;  
published in The Columbus Dispatch)

Read student reactions to judging process, next page

“Often, I work hard to create opportunities that reach beyond the classroom and allow  
students to work with numerous industry professionals as their clients.” — Terence Oliver
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maggie lyons 
Three adjectives that describe the 
dynamic of the judging group you 
were assigned to work with. 
Diverse, open-minded, patient.

Interesting or memorable tidbit 
you heard from the judges. Content 
and innovation are so important. 
Understanding typography is prob-
ably THE most important thing to 
focus on.

Biggest surprise of the judging pro-
cess. Some of the medal discussions 
sounded like my own art classes dur-
ing critiques. It was nice to see that 
we think on a professional level!

Overall, were the calls that the judges 
in your group made close to the calls 
you’d make (for winning pages)? Yes, 
in some judging groups more than 
others. But overall they tended to 
make the same comments I was 
thinking on particular pieces. I was 
also amazed with how generous and 
helpful many of the professionals 
were. They were very encouraging 
and made the professional world 
seem less of a scary place.

Allison Achberger 
Three adjectives that describe the 
dynamic of the judging group you 
were assigned to work with. 
Insightful, determined, helpful.

Interesting or memorable tidbit you 
heard from the judges. One thing that 
I will remember the most is that the 
best pages are the ones that you 
look at and say “Oh, I wish I would 
have thought of that!” Hearing the 
professionals say that surprised me 
at first.

Biggest surprise of the judging 
process. When I saw multiple pages 
for one topic that were extremely 
similar. It made me realize that, while 
you may think your concept is very 
original, there could be another just 
like it on the same table.

Overall, were the calls that the judges 
in your group made close to the calls 
you’d make (for winning pages)? I 
noticed that the majority of the pages 
that they chose to receive at least an 
award of excellence were the ones 
that I was impressed with.  

nicole davis
Three adjectives that describe the 
dynamic of the judging group you 
were assigned to work with. 
Dynamic, inquisitive, fun.

Interesting or memorable tidbit you 
heard from the judges. Content, con-
cept, execution. I kept hearing this in 
the graphics room and I think it is the 
best thing I have ever heard to sum 
up the steps to a great design.  

Biggest surprise of the judging pro-
cess. How in sync all the judges were 
about the designs. Granted, they did 
have some disagreements when it 
came to metal discussion, but for the 
most part they all agreed on what 
they liked.

Overall, were the calls that the judges 
in your group made close to the calls 
you’d make (for winning pages)? Yes. 
We saw a lot of amazing things and 
I think they did a good job of really 
thinking about each piece. They were 
truly looking for perfect and innova-
tive designs.

Alyce Jones 
Three adjectives that describe the 
dynamic of the judging group you 
were assigned to work with. 
Highly intelligent, extremely articu-
late, fiercely passionate.

Interesting or memorable tidbit you 
heard from the judges. My favorite 
quote I heard from a judge in the 
news design category: “The job of 
the designer is to organize chaos.” 
That really stuck with me because as 
designers it is our job to take what 
the writers and photographers give 
us and package it into one cohesive 
story that is clear to the reader.

Biggest surprise of the judging pro-
cess. To see how many thousands of 
pages the judges have to look over 
in a matter of days. And not only the 
amount but also the quality. I was 
impressed by the abundant creativity 
and precision in execution that was 
exhibited. It made me both tremen-
dously excited and a bit uneasy to 
think that one day these amazing 
designers may be my colleagues.

Overall, were the calls that the 
judges in your group made close 
to the calls you’d make (for win-
ning pages)? For the most part 
yes. But during the medal rounds, 
I was quite surprised by some of 
the decisions. Pages I thought were 
absolutely amazing didn’t receive a 
medal, and then pages that I thought 
were average would win silver. 
What really shocked me though 
was the final discussion for Best of 
Show. There was one entry I found 
myself feeling so passionately about 
that I wanted to speak up and try 
and convince the dissenting judges 
myself. Unfortunately, the judges 
could not come to a unanimous deci-
sion, therefore there was no Best 
of Show. It was hard to see such an 
amazing piece not receive the extra 
recognition you thought it deserved, 
but in a large group of 27 completely 
diverse individuals it is rare to ever 
find complete agreement.

“I was amazed with how generous and helpful many of the professionals were.”  — Maggie Lyons

Students of OU’s Viscom program speak out on their SND competition experience.
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elizabeth Zuhl 
Three adjectives that describe the 
dynamic of the judging group you 
were assigned to work with. 
Inspired, awed, critical.

Interesting or memorable tidbit you 
heard from the judges. I found that 
the (feature) pages most admired 
were those that had a simple yet 
clever idea that was executed 
professionally. It isn’t necessary to 
have the most complex images or 
subject – creative and successful 
communication of the message is key.

Biggest surprise of the judging pro-
cess. I was amazed by how many 
award-winning pieces resulted from 
the judging. There will be a lot to look 
at in the 2006 book!

Overall, were the calls that the judges 
in your group made close to the calls 
you’d make (for winning pages)? Yes. 
Each team seemed to have its own 
rhythm and technique for evaluat-
ing the pieces. After observing for 
a while, I was able to get a feel for 
the criteria used and could see how 
choices were being made.

u p n e x t

rachel conn 
Three adjectives that describe the 
dynamic of the judging group you 
were assigned to work with. 
Culturally diverse, forward thinking, 
detail-oriented.

Interesting or memorable tidbit you 
heard from the judges. Judges said 
that the redesign of (one of the Best 
of Show nominees) represented 
a shift in the thinking of the whole 
paper – the content as well as the 
design – and therefore could affect 
the way society views newspapers.

Biggest surprise of the judging 
process. The volume of entries and 
amount of work that goes into the 
process is gigantic. It really amazed 
me that the competition be filtered 
down from tens of thousands of 
separate pages into one, cleanly pre-
sented annual book.

Overall, were the calls that the judges 
in your group made close to the calls 
you’d make (for winning pages)?  
As far as medals go, their calls were 
similar to what I would have chosen.

lauren Kuntz 
Three adjectives that describe the 
dynamic of the judging group you 
were assigned to work with. 
Enthusiastic, knowledgeable,  
entertaining.

Biggest surprise of the judging pro-
cess. How long it took. Not only did 
they look at the graphics but they 
had to read everything in the graphic 
as well. 

Overall, were the calls that the judges 
in your group made close to the calls 
you’d make (for winning pages)? 
Definitely. The pages that won the 
gold and silver metals were breath-
taking.

Brian Kennedy 
Three adjectives that describe the 
dynamic of the judging group you 
were assigned to work with. 
Optimistic, observant.

Interesting or memorable tidbit 
you heard from the judges. Create 
order out of chaos. Use simple but 
creative/involving designs. Guide the 
reader through the page.

Biggest surprise of the judging pro-
cess. All 27 judges had very different 
opinions of what is good work and it 
was rare when they would agree.

Overall, were the calls that the judges 
in your group made close to the calls 
you’d make (for winning pages)? 
About half of the time, I would make 
the same calls. The judges usually 
noticed more than me, which made it 
a wonderful learning experience. 

“As a young designer just about to venture 
out into the industry, I will always  
remember that my greatest challenge  
will be to organize the chaos.”  — Alyce Jones
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East Lansing, Mich.
www.statenews.com

M I C H I G A N  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y ’ S  I N D E P E N D E N T  V O I C E

WEDNESDAY
August 2, 2006

Three reasons why 
you should read The 
State News today:

Isolated T-storms
High: 90°  |  Low: 69° 
Three-day forecast 
on PAGE 2

Today’s weather 

1 Boy Scouts participate in 
evacuation exercise. PAGE 3

2 Democracy buzz 
surrounds Cuba as 
Castro has surgery. PAGE 6

3 Sunsets With Shakespeare 
plans performance of 
“Measure For Measure.” 
PAGE 8

Soon, fi ve will become two. The candidates for the 69th District seat in the state House, which 
represents East Lansing, are Republicans John Currie and John Knowles, and Democrats Mark Meadows, Mary 
Lindemann and Jeffrey Abood. ● The group will be narrowed down to one Democrat and one Republican after the 
Aug. 8 primary. ● Below is a brief description of how each candidate feels about ballot initiatives and issues they could 
potentially vote on as your representative. BY REBECCA MCNULTY | THE STATE NEWS

PRIMARY ELECTION | 69TH DISTRICT STATE HOUSE SEAT

JOHN KNOWLES,  26
REPUBLICAN
Occupation: 2006 Graduate of 
the MSU College of Law, worked 
at MSU Law’s downtown East 
Lansing nonprofi t clinic

HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING  
Should it be increased or 
decreased and how?

JEFFREY ABOOD, 23
DEMOCRAT
Occupation: Student at Cooley 
Law School in Lansing

MARK MEADOWS, 59
DEMOCRAT
Occupation: East Lansing City 
Council member, Attorney at 
Willingham and Coté P.C.

MARY LINDEMANN, 56
DEMOCRAT
Occupation: Former social 
worker and teacher, works as a 
governmental relations consultant 

JOHN CURRIE,  58
REPUBLICAN
Occupation: Part owner KML 
Asphalt, worked for former 
Republican Gov. John Engler

THE PRIMARY
The Aug. 8 primary 
narrows down candidates 
to one per party. Those 
candidates advance to 
the general election on 
Nov. 7.

Three Democrats and two 
Republicans are vying 
for the 69th District seat, 
which represents East 
Lansing.

To fi nd out more 
information about voting, 
visit the Web site http://
www.mi.gov/vote.

MSU and higher education need 
more funding. He also wants to 
look at why some colleges receive 
more money than others.

Supports the Michigan Civil 
Rights Initiative. 

Supports the ban.

Opposes the ban.

Opposes it.

“My priority would be economic 
recovery,” Knowles said. 
“Reducing regulations and 
reducing taxes would guide my 
thinking going into the budget 
process.”

Pro-life, but said it’s settled Mich. 
law that abortion is legal.

Opposes it in principle.

The constitutional amendment 
that bans same-sex marriage in 
Michigan is settled law.

It should be increased, as should 
funding for research. “I would 
want to make sure we allocate the 
right amount of funding, so we can 
give students the education they 
deserve,” he said.

Opposes it.

Eminent domain should only be 
used in extreme circumstances, 
and not to take personal property 
away to bring in big businesses.

Supports it.

Supports it, but would like to see a 
revenue source for the funding.

Would try to allocate more money 
to education and bring more jobs 
to the state and see where cuts 
need to be made.

Women should be able to choose.

Opposes it.

It needs to be increased, and 
MSU needs more money than 
other universities because of the 
research it does. “We need to give 
relief to families and need to fi nd 
a better way to help families meet 
tuition needs in higher education,” 
he said.

Opposes it, and said it’s 
misguided.

It is a refl ection of current state 
law and it should be a legislative 
issue. Doesn’t oppose it passing, 
however.

Supports it.

Doesn’t think it should be a ballot 
initiative, but said he supports it.

“We’ve been enmeshed in partisan 
politics in regard to budgets. Both 
the Legislature and governor 
should have a single objective,” 
Meadows said. “We have economic 
problems in this state, and that 
should be a major focus of all of 
the efforts.” 

It’s a woman’s right to choose.

It doesn’t deter crime and doesn’t 
belong in Michigan.

Supports it.

It needs to be increased, 
especially for MSU. “(Legislators) 
need to begin to appropriate 
money based on the values 
of our community, and until a 
proper value is placed on higher 
education, we’ll never have the 
amount we need,” she said.

Opposes it, and said she’s worked 
against it.

Supports it. She said she doesn’t 
think the government should take 
private property for private use.

Supports it.

Supports it, said public education 
is important and people need to 
be serious about funding it.

The process is fi ne, but the 
outcome — higher education isn’t 
funded as much as it needs to be 
— must be changed.

Supports reproductive freedom 
and women’s right to choose.

Opposes it.

Supports it.

Wants to look at how state funding 
is being used in higher education, 
and also said he wants to work on 
fi nding better job opportunities 
for graduates.

Opposes it; should be an issue for 
the Legislature, not the ballot.

It shouldn’t be a ballot initiative 
and should be addressed through 
the state Legislature and is a 
refl ection of current laws.

It should be a legislative issue.

Opposes it because it locks the 
government into limits it might 
not be able to support.

 “I would ask for accountability 
and would want those agencies 
and those groups that get money 
from the state to provide plans on 
what they are going to do with the 
money,” Currie said.

Pro-choice.

Doesn’t think it reduces crime. 

There should be equal benefi ts 
for partners, but thinks most 
people don’t want to see same-sex 
marriage.

Doesn’t have a view at this time.

MCRI Bans race-based preferences 
in govt. hiring, college admissions 

EMINENT DOMAIN Should the 
government be banned from 
taking private land for private use? 

DOVE HUNTING  Should it be banned?

STATE EDUCATION FUNDING  
Should minimum education funding 
increases equal the rate of infl ation? 

STATE BUDGET  
What would you have done? 

ABORTION 

DEATH PENALTY 

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

THE ISSUES

E A S T  L A N S I N G

EAST VILLAGE
The East Village is 
bounded on the north 
and south by East Grand 
River Avenue and the 
Red Cedar River, and 
on the east and west 
by Hagadorn Road and 
Bogue Street.

By Kris Turner
The State News

The East Lansing City Council fur-
thered several redevelopment projects 
at its meeting Tuesday night.

Approving measures for the East 
Village, Stonehouse Village and 
Virginia Avenue projects, the council 
is working to change the feel of the 
downtown.

The specific actions they took 
include the following:
■ The council entered into a mem-

orandum of understanding with The 
Pierce Company to begin work on 
the East Village project. The memo-
randum, which gives the company 18 
months to complete market, traffic 
and environmental studies, among 
others, ultimately will be approved by 
the council.

A memorandum is an informal con-
tract between the city and contractor.

“We are still in the driver’s seat,” 
East Lansing Mayor Sam Singh said.

The East Village is bounded on the 
north and south by East Grand River 
Avenue and the Red Cedar River, and 
on the east and west by Hagadorn 
Road and Bogue Street. The project 

Council advances redevelopment plans

Please see COUNCIL, page 2
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allisence Chang, Michigan State University

By Julie Diane Wyatt

Sex. Alcohol. ice cream. 
the topics were gutsy and bold at the 

19th annual college news design contest 
hosted by the university of missouri School of 
Journalism. After nearly 10 hours of judging, more 
than 100 winners were selected in the categories 
of news, features, magazine, sports, infographics, 
multimedia, redesign and Web design.

more than 750 entries were received from 44 
schools for daily and nondaily publications. 

the big winners in the nondaily division were 
the School of the Art institute of chicago, with 22 
winners; Santa Ana college, with 16 winners; and 
the university of nevada, with eight winners.

in the daily division, big winners were the 
university of missouri, with 31 winners; indiana 
university, with 12 winners, and michigan State 
university, with 10 winners.

overall, the university of missouri-columbia 
garnered the most awards, including best rede-
sign and best overall design.

the contest was judged by Scott Goldman, 
Society for news design president and senior 
editor/visuals at the indianapolis Star; mark Fri-
esen, Web editor at the oregonian and author 
of the newsdesigner.com blog, and Kristen lenz, 
features designer at the Hartford courant.

“there’s a lot of great work going on out 
there, and there’s also a lot of unfortunate work 
going on out there,” lenz says. “But then at the 
same time, there’s a lot of promise in these de-
signers, not only in design but in storytelling and 
journalism as a whole.”

Amy duncan of Ball State’s daily State news 
was awarded first place in features for “Sexercise,” 
about a book promoting sex for physical fitness.

“to be honest, i was a little shocked and very 
nervous about designing the page, but i got over 
it quickly,” duncan says. “i wanted to get the 
point across without severely offending anyone.” 

the judges remarked that this kind of re-
straint is important when dealing with such a 
racy topic.

{1�th annual  co l lege news design contest at  the univers ity of  missouri}

designers of winning pages say 
they want to go beyond the  
ordinary and get readers talking. 

“they’re pushing the envelope.”

“Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”   S t e V e  J o B S

1�
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Turn the page to see more winning designs …

* mike higdon, University of Nevado-Reno

“they’re pushing the envelope without 
silliness, doing it with taste and class without 
raunchiness,” Goldman said during the judging. 
“A page like that wouldn’t run in a mainstream 
paper, but it gets people talking and is appropri-
ate for a college campus.”

And get people talking it did. duncan says 
the page’s sex position graphics caused some 
chatter on campus.

“i was very pleased with the way this page 
turned out, and i’m glad it stirred up some 
controversy because sometimes it’s good to get 
people talking.” 

duncan also won second place in features 
design for “Scoopalicious,” a story she wrote, 
researched and designed herself. 

in the daily front page category, Allisence 
chang of the State news won the coveted first 
place prize for her election page, “Soon, five will 
become two.” the judges noted the freshness of 
chang’s design, which used cutout studio shots 
of election candidates as the basis for the page’s 
organization.

“i would like to see designers break out of the 
‘cookie cutter’ mode,” chang says. “most papers 
look the same.” 

marin devine, a designer at the columbia 
missourian and senior at the university of 
missouri-columbia, won first place in the daily 
division for her “early Guidance” tabloid  
spread. devine says she’s always looking for new 
inspirations. 

“i’m always trying to push myself out of the 
box of common newspaper design,” she says. 
“And a lot of the times the content of the story, if 
it is told well, can be the perfect inspiration. 

this year, categories were added to the online 
division, including interactive infographic and 
digital edition.

the nevada Sagebrush received first place 
in Web design for its site, www.nevadasage-
brush.com. colin loretz, the Sagebrush’s Web 
and technology editor and sole online staffer, 
designed the site last January. 

“it’s about ‘function over form,’ ” she says. 
“i’ve been making Web sites for years, and i have 
discovered for myself that the principle of ‘form 
over function’ is wrong for Web development.”

the college news design contest was started 
in 1988 and has been hosted every year by the 
missouri School of Journalism. For more infor-
mation on the contest and the winners, go to 
http://ssnd.missouri.edu.

the nondaily and daily designers  
of the Year reveal their approaches  
to page design. See next two pages.

“Design can be art. Design can be aesthetics. Design is so simple, that’s why it is so complicated.”   pa u l  r a n d
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By Julie Diane Wyatt

When it comes to page design at 
the nevada Sagebrush, design 
editor mike Higdon relies on im-

provisation and a little bit of good luck.
if ideas don’t turn out as planned, he 

says, he and his staff “freak out, jury-rig 
some stuff, cross our fingers and wait until 
tuesday morning to see if everything came 
out right.” 

“it’s been a pretty awesome year full of 
lots of failing and seat-of-the-pants suc-
cesses,” he says. 

Higdon’s improvisational style paid 
off in April when he was named nondaily 
designer of the year in the missouri School 
of Journalism’s annual college news design 
contest. of 22 nondaily portfolio entries, 
Higdon’s was awarded first place. 

Higdon, a junior general studies major 
at the university of nevada-reno, got into 
design last year when, as a reporter for the 
Sagebrush, he  had an idea for an arts and 
entertainment cover and decided to execute 
it himself. After designing several other 
pages, he succeeded last year’s nondaily 
designer of the year, Jason Baum, as the 
Sagebrush’s design editor. 

in the daily category, travis ricks of 
michigan State university was awarded the 
designer of the year title for his work at the 
State news. of the 19 daily portfolio entries, 
the judges noted that ricks’ stood out for its 
variety, versatility and depth.

ricks is quick to mention that his versa-
tile design skills are a product of the oppor-
tunities he’s had at the State news.

“my broad portfolio is just a representa-
tion of the great place i work at,” ricks says. 
“i guess my approach to these different 
kinds of pages is just to have fun.”

ricks started at the State news in the 
production department, placing ads and 
building the comics page. 

“i started really looking at the pages as 
they came over and said to myself, ‘Hey, i 
want to try that,’ ” ricks says. Before long, he 
was hired as an inside page designer.  

When tackling a page design, ricks’ 
process is straightforward.

“As far as how i approach a page, i think i 

have a fairly simple approach,” he says. 
“i think about the content of whatever 

page i’m doing and then decide how i can 
best represent that visually. i’m just lucky  
to work at a place with great content to  
work with.” 

Higdon says he keeps up on trends 
through newsdesigner.com, sportsdesigner.
com and visualeditors.com. the inspira-
tions for some of his favorite pages, he says, 
hit him when he least expects it. 

“For the baseball preview cover, i think 
i was remembering old baseball movies 
and then i remembered what the inside of 
a baseball looked like,” he says, “and it just 
kind of hit me in the face, ‘cut open a base-
ball and stick it on the cover, dummy!’” 

Higdon says it’s all about knowing your 
readers when designing for a college paper.

“i guess what it comes down to is if it’s 
accessible and legible to your audience,” 
he says. “i have the luck and misfortune of 
designing for college students. So they are 

the most educated and worldly population 
who understand things quickly, but they are 
also the most fickle so they can turn against 
you quickly.”

Both Higdon and ricks received a $750 
travel grant to attend the annual Snd An-
nual Workshop and exhibition in Boston.

At the end of this school year, Higdon is 
off to an internship at the courier-Journal 
in louisville, Ky. He says his goal is to win 
Snd’s the intern and work for the Boston 
Globe. 

ricks plans to graduate with a degree 
that has “nothing to do with journalism” 
– music performance. After spending the 
summer interning at the South Florida 
Sun-Sentinel, ricks says he hopes to find a 
design job and still play the clarinet for fun. 

{1�th annual  co l lege news design contest:  des igners of  the year}

it’s all about improvisational style, versatility

mike higdon, University of Nevado-Reno (both pages)

Julie Diane Wyatt is a May graduate  
of the University of Missouri-Columbia.  
She earned a Bachelor of Journalism  
in Newspaper Editing and Design.

“Creative work is play. It is free speculation using materials of one’s chosen form.”   S t e p h e n  n a C h m a n o V i t C h
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travis ricks, Michigan State University (three pages)

“You can’t wait for inspiration. You have to go after it with a club.”   J a C k  l o n d o n

Turn the page to see more 
winning designs …

1�
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The columns
The limestone columns, built in 1847, 
were part of the second Boone County 
Courthouse and are the district’s only 
example of Tuscan architecture.

Year built
More than 20 buildings in 
the historic district were 
built before 1901.

Architecture
�ere are more than a dozen distinct architectural 
styles among the structures that contribute to the 
Historic District. “Other” includes art deco, classical revival, 
foursquare, Gothic revival, renaissance revival, Romanesque 
revival, Spanish revival, Tudor revival and Tuscan.

Building uses
 Most structures are commercial buildings. 

Historical status
�e business district identi�ed 62 structures as 

contributing to downtown’s historical status. 
�e National Park Service had previously 

designated 21 structures as historical.  

Newly added

Previously 
listed as 
historic

Commercial

Government 
and civic

Hotels and 
residences

Not listed

KEVIN QUEALY/MissourianSources: City of Columbia; Deb Sheals, architectural consultant

When the concrete canopy came down, Columbia put its history on the map 
at a national level. �e buildings that make up the city’s newly designated 
historic district represent more than 170 years of architectural diversity.      

MORE ONLINE

Beaux-arts

Craftsman

Late Victorian

Other

Not listed

Key to 
architectural

styles

Historic
district
boundary

The Tiger hotel
23 S. Eighth St.
This beaux-arts style 
hotel is the largest 
and most ornate 
historic hotel in the 
downtown area.

For an interactive map with 
detailed information about each 
structure, go to 
columbiamissourian.com

Daniel Boone City Building
701 E. Broadway
The former Daniel Boone Tavern was 
built as a hotel in 1917.

1836-1900

1901-1910

1911-1929

1930-1950

Natural Groove
22 S. Ninth St.
Built around 1895, this 
building’s facade likely dates 
to 1936.

Booche’s Billiard Hall
110 S. Ninth St.
Booche’s Billiard Hall is one of the oldest continually 
operating businesses in the downtown area. It has 
been operating at this location since 1916.

Robin Hoecker/Missourian

Niedermeyer Apartments
920 E. Cherry St.
The oldest part of this building 
dates to 1836, when it served as 
housing for the Columbia Female 
Academy.

CC’s City Broiler
131 S. Tenth St.
This 1939 building was 
once the Missouri Transit 
Lines Bus Station.

The Pasta Factory
1018-1020 E. Broadway 
This late Victorian building is one 
of the largest 19th-century 
buildings in the historic district.

Layers of         

Tucker’s Fine Jewelry
823 E. Broadway
This two-story late Victorian
building is one of downtown’s 
most accurate restorations.

History
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{weekend}
MISSOURIAN
i.e. | Find out what to do if you see a man’s fly 

open, what waiters hate and what the mayor’s wife 

is dishing about, all in our new section. Page 5a

Downtown
A redevelopment 
plan, the biggest in 
Columbia’s history, would drastically 
alter downtown’s skyline. Page 8a

upgrowing

WM. SRITE/Missourian

HEALTH | not all expectant mothers choose 
to give birth in a conventional hospital, opting 
instead to use a birthing center, such as the 
columbia community birth center. PAGE 14

MUSE | Mu student steddy P is making 
big waves in hip-hop culture. the rapper is 
anticipating the release of his second cD, “last 
Man standing,” later this month. PAGE 16

MYMissourian | a reader writes about a 
chicago orchestra making its mark on the music 
scene. Mucca Pazza will take the stage tonight 
at the true/False Film Festival. PAGE 28A

Bernell dorrough, University of Missourik. Casey Bellew, Syracuse University

elissa glass, University of Missouri

Julie diane Wyatt, University of Missouri

“A lot of the times 
the content of the 
story, if it is told 
well, can be the 
perfect inspiration.”  

— Marin Devine

kevin Quealy, University of Missouri

“The more original a discovery, the more obvious it seems afterwards.”   a r t h u r  ko e S t l e r
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T
he sounds of squeaking shoes, clangs 
of iron against the rim and dribbling 
are beginning to fill gyms throughout 
Columbia as November brings the start 

of basketball season. Players young and old are 
preparing for competition, whether it’s doing 
layups at the Activity and Recreation Center or 
playing exhibition games at Mizzou Arena. 

TOP:
Players 
battle for 
the ball 
during
tip-off at 
a Mizzou 
women’s 
basketball 
game.

TOP: Basketball hoops at Smithton Middle School stand alone without action after students have been dismissed. PHOTOS AND STORY BY LYLE WHITWORTH

NEWS@COLUMBIAMISSOURIAN.COM

LEFT: A 
basketball 
lies on 
the court 
at Mizzou 
Arena during 
a timeout. 

ABOVE: Shoes line the court at Mizzou Arena during a women’s basketball game. 
LEFT: Jordan Smith stands under the basket after taking a shot at the ARC basketball courts. 

Court’s
in session

J region, which includes Boone and Cole 
counties, had 296 children enrolled in the 
program.

The goal of First Steps is to “build a 
family’s capacity to work with a child,” said 
Joyce Jackman, coordinator of early inter-
vention services for the Missouri Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion.

First Steps was established as part of the 
federal Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Improvement Act. Missouri’s First 
Steps program was implemented under 
then-Gov. John Ashcroft. 

But in 2005, Gov. Matt Blunt’s budget 
left out the entire $25 million state budget 
for the program. After concerned parents 
protested, the legislature responded by 
completely restructuring the program and 
authorizing a $14 million annual contribu-
tion from the state’s general revenue fund. 

While the actual services have remained 
the same since the restructuring, the Renos 
and others worry about First Steps’ future, 
and they also worry about a reduction in 
services. Just last month, Missouri State 
Auditor Susan Montee released a study 
showing that First Steps is not reaching 
enough children with disabilities because of 
strict criteria the state imposes. Nationally, 
Missouri’s First Steps Program ranks 45th 
in the percentage of children served to age 
3, according to Montee’s Web site. 

“I don’t feel that they’ll do away with it, 
but I’ve talked to parents in other states that 
get therapy only once a month,” Rebecca 
Reno said, comparing those anecdotal 
reports to the three therapy sessions Cooper 
receives each week.

Continued on page 15A
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Jeff and Rebecca Reno often spend eve-
nings on the floor with their children, Ben-
nett, 4, and Cooper, 18 months. It’s the time 
after dinner and before Jeff reports to his 
night shift at FedEx, the time when the fam-
ily can unwind a bit.

“The kids like to play with Jeff’s hat and 
ID badge,” Rebecca Reno said.

Cooper is starting to develop his own little 
personality, Rebecca Reno said. At times, 
Bennett seems pestered by his little broth-
er’s invasion, but evenings are calm. The 
brothers constantly compete to be heard 
and noticed. But there’s really no need. 
Their parents are always paying attention 
to them. 

“Having kids with special needs is hard 
sometimes, and sometimes it’s even a heart-
ache,” Rebecca Reno said. “But when I have 
those moments to step back and look at it 
— for me, it’s a privilege.”

The Reno family faces a tremendous chal-
lenge: Bennett has Down syndrome; Cooper 
has cerebral palsy. Jeff and Rebecca Reno 
do everything they can — every day — to 
help their children lead full lives. Fortu-
nately, they have help from Missouri’s First 
Steps program.

First Steps is an early-intervention pro-
gram designed to help the parents of chil-
dren with developmental disabilities, pro-
viding physical, speech and developmental 
therapy for children from birth to 3 years 
old. 

“The therapy is delivered where the chil-
dren live, learn or play — at home, day care, 
Grandma’s, a park or a pool,” said Gerti 
Motavalli, the physical therapist who works 
with the Reno family.

As of June 2006, the central Missouri 

story by Tanner Flowers   n   photos by Ikuru kuwajIma
news@columbiamissourian.com

First Steps is designed to help the parents of children 
with developmental disabilities, providing therapy 

for children from birth to 3 years old.

Policy changes to the First Steps program have families 
who rely on the services concerned for their children with disabilities

Early Guidance
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LEFT: Rebecca Reno tries 
to get her son Bennett to 
change clothes by himself 
before he goes to bed. 
Bennett, 4, who has Down 
syndrome, participated in 
the First Steps program, 
which helped him with his 
developmental skills.

BELOW: Cooper Reno, 18 
months, exercises on a 
balance ball to strengthen 
his gross motor skills 
during therapy at home. 
Cooper receives therapy 
through First Steps from 
pediatric physical therapist 
Gerti Motavalli, left, and 
occupational therapist 
Kim Westhoff, right, three 
times a week to improve 
skills that are hindered by 
cerebral palsy.
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happens before I spit. If someone is near me, 
I’ll wait.”

Maybe we need a law, says Becky 
Markt, 54, who thinks walking through 
sidewalk spit might be a health hazard. 
“I mean, what other bodily fluid are we 
allowed to leave on the sidewalk?”

Well, we do have a law  — sort of. 
Missouri’s Environmental Health Stan-
dards for the Control of Communicable 
Diseases prohibit spitting on walls or 
floors in public buildings or in struc-
tures used for industrial purposes. It 
even forbids the practice on railroads 
or ferry boats or other public transpor-
tation. But it doesn’t appear the streets 
of our beloved downtown fall under the 
law’s protection.

In London, the issue is being taken so 
seriously that “swab kits” are handed 
out to public officials so the victim can 
submit a sample of an offender’s spit 
to use for proof in any investigation of 
the act.

Indeed, many Westerners consider 
spitting on someone the ultimate insult. 
Movie mobsters often mutilate and 
murder, then spit upon the body as the 
final “take that, you traitor.”

Throwing urine or feces at someone 
is already a crime in many prisons 
— and some legislators are pushing 
to add slobber to the list of outlawed 
bodily fluids.

And in the wake of so many sports 
spitfests, Tampa Bay Buccaneers run-
ning back coach Art Valerno told The 
Tampa Tribune that “The NFL should 
deal with these things severely. Spitting 
is a violation of someone’s manhood. It’s 
a cheap, deliberate, thought-out action 

Booches’ window sign prohibits it. The ancient Romans 
considered avoiding it rude. The Greeks believed it 
brought newlyweds good luck. 

The habit is often blamed for the spread of disease and for 
athletes’ most ungentlemanly actions. Depending on where 
you live, you can be fined or sent to jail for indulging in public. 
Whether you want to or not, you produce about 12 ounces a day.

Men do it. Women hate it. That’s right, we’re talking about spit  
— specifically expectorating in common spaces.

could send you to jail
but wait, that nasty blob    

Spitters are “gross,” says Desi Long, 
67. “I don’t know. They lack couth. You 
expect men to lack couth, not women.”

Self-proclaimed spitter Joe Jacobs, 
22, has a different point of view. “I 
think phlegm is a natural thing, and 
sometimes you just have to get it 
out,” he says. “It’s not something I 
boast about, but then again I’m not 
embarrassed about it. I always look 

By Joanna BaJor
news@columbiamissourian.com

Spit

a

Photo illustration by Rebecca Bierig

rebecca Bierig, University of Missouri katie Bailey, University of Missouri

marin devine, University of Missouri

“Curiosity killed the cat, but for a while I was a suspect.”   S t e V e n  W r i g h t
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