
above
across
afterward
again
also
although
and
another
around
as
at once
at present
as a result
because
before
besides
beyond
but
consequently
even if
eventually
finally
first
for
for example
for instance
for this reason
furthermore
hence
here
however
in addition
in general
in spite of
later
likewise
meanwhile
moreover
nevertheless
next
of course
on the contrary
otherwise
provided that
similarly
since
still
so
then
thereafter
thereupon
therefore
thus
too
yet

Transition Devices
Transitions emphasize the logical order of a story. They are the 
glue that holds the story together so that it runs smoothly from 
start to finish. There are four major types of transitions:

n pronouns. Use pronouns to refer to nouns in previous 
sentences and paragraphs.

Senior Bruce Hubbard won five gold medals at the re-
cent state track meet, making him one of the most successful 
athletes in Texas history. Last year, he won three gold and one 
silver medals, pushing his career total to 10 gold, two silver 
and two bronze.  

n key worDs & iDeas. Repeat words and ideas in preced-
ing sentences and paragraphs. Synonyms and references to 
key words are often used here.

Here we have journalism departments led by some of the 
nation’s finest educators who are denied access to college-
bound students because the state curriculum planners think 
journalism is a Mickey Mouse subject. Some journalism courses 
are, but the answer to the solution isn’t for the state to legislate 
all journalism courses into oblivion. 

Again, the answer is improving or ditching the bad ones. 
Odd thing is, though, no one seems to get upset at the Mickey 
Mouse journalism courses. Fact is, advisers and students are 
only likely to catch flak when they do something right. 

n TransiTion worDs. Use connecting words that link sen-
tences. Transition words are listed in the column to the right.  

n parallel sTrucTure. Sentences and paragraphs are 
linked by repeating the sentence pattern or word sound. Note 
the use of key words, transition words and parallel structure in 
the following passage:

So I agreed to coach, even I knew nothing — absolutely 
zilch — about kickball. But how hard could it be? Roll the ball. 
Kick the ball. Run to first base.

Sound simple enough.
It wasn’t.
Not for me. Not for the other coaches. Not for the 11 or 

12 girls — ages 9 to 11 — who survived our maiden season, a 
3-11 exercise in humility. Kickball, we learned, is more complex 
than it appears. So we took our lumps in stride, screamed, 
squealed, sulked and cried when we blew six-run leads in the 
bottom of the last inning. Then, we all walked across the street 
and enjoyed Slurpees where we forgave and forgot.

 n  assignmenT

Underline all transition 
devices in the following 
passage.

Beth learned to bunt. 
Leslie managed to cor-
ral her giddiness long 
enough to turn into a 
solid catcher. Courtney 
and Joanne solidified 
the infield. Each girl 
improved enough that 
we began to suspect that 
this team might do okay 
after all.

Sure enough, we won 
our first game. But we 
lost our second, to our 
biggest rival, a team that 
we clobbered in a scrim-
mage merely six days 
earlier. Won our third. 
Lost our fourth. Tied our 
fifth. At 2-2-1 and fac-
ing the top team in the 
league and far-and-away 
the best pitcher, we were 
down 11-7 in the bot-
tom of the last inning 
when we loaded the 
bases to bring Andrea 
to the plate. Wisely, they 
walked her, bringing the 
score to 11-8 and my 
daughter to the plate 
with bases loaded. 

Sarah took a ball, then 
a strike and then nailed 
one into right field that 
rolled to the fence. Her 
grand-slam gave us a 
12-11 win, and we never 
looked back, winning our 
last nine in a row.
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