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Laughs and Liberty 

 Mark Twain once wrote, “A discriminating irreverence is the creator and 

protector of human liberty” (Twain n.p.).  Comics can use humor to shed light on even 

the most sensitive subjects, allowing them to say things the majority of the world could 

never say without creating public uproar.  Also, humorists can say things that are viewed 

as insulting, without any reciprocations.  The fact that they have the freedom and ability 

to do this, is human liberty.  Mark Twain, American humorist, journalist, and lecturer, 

used satire to make his views known to society in an effective way.  Humorists have an 

essential role in society to build and defend America’s liberty. 

 To begin, Twain establishes the art of satirically making his views known, and 

bluntly giving an opinion in a humorous way.  In Puddin’head Wilson Roxy is thinking 

of a plan and tells Tom, “You take me up de country a piece en sell me on a farm; den 

people ain’t gwyne to ask no questions if I’s a bargain” (Twain 98).  Twain uses satire to 

prove his point.  Roxy calls herself “a bargain” and Twain writes this to show his 

audience how ridiculous it is to put a price on a person.  Commonly Twain does this in 

his writing.  He satirically and sarcastically writes about real-life issues, and proves his 

point in a subtle way.  Another way Twain shows his importance in society is through his 

freedom to be rude.  In “How to Tell a Story,” he blatantly insults European humor:  “But 

the teller of the comic story does not slur the nub; he shouts it at you—every time.  And 
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Comment: Begins with a quote. A 
quote is one type of hook. What could 
make this better is if this was  
referenced in the next sentence. 

Comment: Mentions author.  

Comment: Has a clear PERSUASIVE 
thesis. It is the last sentence of the 
intro. It does NOT say, “I will prove...” 
or anything like that. 

Comment: Topic sentence is clear, but 
would be better if it used key words 
from the thesis. 

Comment: First specific example. It is 
a quote that is embedded properly. 

Comment: Three sentences explaining 
this quote. In this case, the writer 
explains what Twain is satirizing and 
relates it to the topic sentence by 
saying it is how he proves his point 
(“opinion”). 
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when he prints it, in England, France, Germany, and Italy, he italicizes it, puts some 

whooping exclamation-points after it, and sometimes explains it in a parenthesis.  All of 

which is very depressing, and makes one want to renounce joking and lead a better life” 

(Twain 2).  The freedom to frankly insult someone like this, is what defines liberty in 

America.  The way Twain uses no filter is the “creator and protector of human liberty” 

because it shows he will not be persecuted for his open opinion.  This is the 

“discriminating irreverence” Twain refers to.  He contributes to society by securing its 

freedom. 

 Next, comedians and TV shows are important in creating and protecting liberty in 

society.  Saturday Night Live is a good example of this.  The comedians on this show use 

humor to display our freedom of speech in America: “In the news this week: President-

elect George Bush…finally owned up and admitted that the only reason he chose Dan 

Quayle as his running mate was to guarantee that no one would attempt to assassinate 

him in the next four years. [He said,] ‘This guy is a walking, breathing bullet-proof vest,’ 

said Bush” (Dennis Miller).  This humorist uses discriminating irreverence to mock a 

former president of the United States.  His ability to do this demonstrates and protects 

liberty in America.  In other countries, a comment like this could be construed as treason, 

and the offender would face dire consequences.  Another reason humorists and comics 

are so vital to society is because they can say things about real-life issues that others 

can’t.  “Republicans are against abortion until their daughters need one, Democrats are 

for abortion until their daughter wants one” (Grace McGarvie).  Abortion is such a 

sensitive and debated issue in our society.  If any politician or citizen said something like 

this, it would be construed as very insulting.  Since a comedian said it though, it is 
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thesis. 

Comment: This topic sentence is 
better. It uses a transition (“Next”) and 
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repeating the key words “protecting 
society.” 

Comment:  Another direct quote as a 
specific example. Again it is followed 
by several sentences of explanation 
showing how the example supports 
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Comment: Notice that in both body 
paragraphs, the writer uses transitions 
not only between paragraphs (“Next” 
in the topic sentence), but also within 
body paragraphs. Here, she uses 
“another” to indicate she is moving on 
to another example. 

Comment: Here is another direct 
quote. This one could be improved if it 
were embedded correctly instead of 
“floating.” 
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viewed as more acceptable.  Similarly, another comedian jokes, “President Bush said, 

‘You can't take millions of people with deep roots in the country and send them across 

the border.’ Really? Mexico did it” (Jay Leno).  The immigration laws in the United 

States are a greatly disputed matter right now.  Although tensions are high about the 

topic, a comedian has the power to say his opinion without couching it, in order to protect 

feelings.  People laugh it off, but it still sends the intended message. Comedians and 

humorists are so vital to society because they get away with saying things no one else can 

get away with. 

 Twain establishes the importance of humorists in society, by saying, “A 

discriminating irreverence is the creator and protector of human liberty.”  Twain 

exemplifies the importance of humor through his blunt comedy, comedians and the media 

protect liberty by displaying extensive freedom of speech, and humorists illustrate their 

importance by saying things no one else will.  If we didn’t have humorists, there would 

be no one to confirm the blessings of liberty and freedom in America. 

 

Specific Examples 

Explanation of Examples 

Comments: While this paper is not perfect, it has many strengths. First, it has no 

errors in the Focus Correction areas (run-ons/fragments and homonyms). The 

writer also uses mature vocabulary and clear, concise sentences. But what really 

sets this paper apart is the number of specific examples it uses AND the 

thorough explanation of how those examples support the topic sentence of the 

paragraph, and, therefore, the thesis.  
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Comment: The second quote is 
followed by several sentences of 
explanation again.  

Comment: This writer goes beyond 
the bare minimum number of 
examples (2) by including a third 
example and explanation in this body 
paragraph! 

Comment: The first sentence in the 
conclusion should start with a 
concluding transition (like “In 
summary”) and be a restatement of the 
thesis. This writer actually restates the 
thesis in the second sentence. This is 
an improvement that could be made. 
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In addition, all of the paragraphs are unified (built around one clear topic 

expressed in the topic sentence) and cohesive (ideas are linked together using 

transitions, ect.). In addition to the mature vocabulary, the sentences are clear 

and easy to understand; there are no garbled sentences or overly long 

sentences, etc. 


