
AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION 
COMPOSITION RESPONSE 
 
NAME: ___________________________________________ PAPER: ____________________ 
 
Directions: Attach all drafts to this response form when re-submitted. Highlight changes you made on your more recent 
draft. 
 
Academic Integrity 

Criteria Yes No 

1. Paper is submitted to Turnitin.com and is original; all ideas are 
honestly identified. Paper is complete. 

I will read on Paper is marked down 
(20% to 50%) 

    
Format Skills 
(Paper must demonstrate these skills before rewrites for credit. Format must be corrected before rewrite will be accepted, 
however. Successful completion = 10% ) 

Skill OK 

1. Paper uses MLA format – heading, title, Times Roman 12 pt. font, double spaced, 1‖ margins, page 
numbers 

 

2. Paper includes a Works Cited list in MLA format (if required). 
 

 

3. Works Cited list (if required) includes an appropriate number of sources and the sources are 
legitimate and credible. 

 

4. Paper includes correct internal documentation (if required); all sources on the Works Cited list are 
used in the paper. 

 

 
First Tier Content Hierarchy Skills 
(Paper must demonstrate these skills in order for me to continue reading it. Successful Completion = 36%) 

Skill 1 2 

1. Paper follows the directions of the assignment for length and type of paper.   
2. Title is original and inviting.  

 
 

3. Introduction uses a hook appropriate to the paper that is creative and interesting.   
4. Introduction states the title of the major work discussed and the author (when applicable) 
and/or clearly addresses the prompt. 

  

5. Thesis is easily identifiable and is appropriately placed in the introduction—usually the 
last sentence. 

  

6. Thesis is specific to the assigned text (when applicable) / assignment  
 

 

7. Thesis is sophisticated (can fit in MTSF), contestable/analytical, and supportable within 
the word limits and time frame of the paper. 

  

8. The introduction is unified with appropriate transitions. There is a logical progression of 
ideas from the hook to the thesis. 

 
 

 

9. Introduction’s length and tone are appropriate to the paper assignment and the 
audience. 

  

10. Paragraphs have purposeful topic sentences (or are organized so that a strong central 
idea is implied). 

  

11. The topic sentences and/or central ideas directly support the thesis of the paper using 
key words. 

  

12. The topic sentences express an opinion and provide a transition from the previous 
paragraph. 

  

13. Conclusion begins with a concluding transition.   
14. The thesis is restated (not in same words) in the first sentence of the conclusion.   
 
Second Tier Content Hierarchy Skills 
(Paper must demonstrate these skills in order for me to continue reading it. Successful completion = 33%) 

Skill 1 2 3 4 

1. Ideas within body paragraphs are clearly expressed, united, and connected with 
appropriate transitions. 

    



2. Ideas within body paragraphs directly develop the thesis statement.     

3. Any terms or concepts used are correctly identified and applied to the text (when 
applicable). 

    

4. Interpretations are plausible.     

5. Evidence used is correct.     

6. Ideas are supported with enough textual evidence, reasons, examples, etc.     

7. Evidence/reasons/examples go beyond common knowledge, generalities, clichés, 
and class discussion. 

    

8. Ideas are supported with enough research (when applicable); research goes 
beyond common knowledge, generalities, clichés, and class discussion. 

    

9. Examples are analyzed, explained, and/or connected to main ideas for the reader.     

10. Writer uses several logical appeals taught in class  (definitions, comparisons/ contrasts, 

examples, facts/data,  expert quotes, concession/refutation, division/ 
classification, reasons, anecdotes). 

    

11. Writer avoids logical fallacies.     

12. Number and length of paragraphs are appropriate to length and purpose of the 
assignment. 

    

13. Conclusion emphasizes main point of paper and brings closure to the piece by 
tying back into hook. 

    

 
Style Skills 
(You will need to demonstrate most or all of these skills throughout your paper in order to keep me interested in reading it 
until the end. You may wish to highlight and label these.Successful completion = 15%) 

Skill 1 2 3 4 

1. Every word has purpose—no filler or inflated phrases are used. Writer is concise.     
2. Lively verbs and precise nouns and modifiers give the writing power; the writer 
avoids ―to be‖ verbs. 

    

3. Word choices are original and precise, yet natural, avoiding cliché, never overdone 
or ―thesaurasized;‖ however, word choices are also mature and appropriate to the 
tone and purpose of the assignment. 

    

4. Writer uses a variety of sentence structures and lengths. Emphasis is on complex 
and compound-complex structures which make connections between ideas clear; 
non-standard sentence structures may be used (sparingly) for effect. 

    

5. Author’s personality and speech patterns are evident in sentence structure and 
word choice—writing sounds like ―you at your smartest.‖ 

    

6. Writer uses specific emotional appeals that were taught in class (imagery, figurative 

language, allusion, humor, schemes, parallelism,  rhetorical questions, etc.) 
    

 
Conventions 
(The paper should be free of errors in grammar and mechanics before rewrites in order to receive credit. Conventions  
must be corrected before rewrite will be accepted, however. Successful completion = 5%) 

Skill OK 

1. The paper has NO errors in: run-ons, fragments, homonyms, possessives, ―you,‖  
 

 

2.The paper has 10 or fewer errors in other spelling, grammar, punctuation, and/or capitalization.  

 
  
 
Total: __________/39          _________ %  
  


