
The Great Title Tutorial 

 
Do your papers lack panache?  Are they devoid of drama?  Do they seem simply simplistic?  Perhaps your 

problem is not inferior information, but is in fact a problem that is much easier to correct: a tired title. 

 

Titles need to be:  

 Narrow and specific 

 Indicative of the subject and focus of your paper 

 Indicative of the thesis of your paper 

 If applicable, mentions the author or literary work you are writing about 

 Attractive to the ear—alliteration and parallel structure are good 

 Descriptive 

 A good fit with the subject matter—a funny (or punny) title is not appropriate for a paper on a 

serious topic 

 

For example:   

 Subject of paper--the evolution of the guitar 

 Focus--how different cultures have changed the guitar to suit their music 

 Title—The Global Evolution of the Guitar OR 

  A Global Journey: The Evolution of the Guitar OR 

  Tracing the Global Journey of the Guitar  

    

Here are some common strategies for titles:  

The Colon: 

The Golden Country: Imagery in Orwell’s 1984 

Alternative Fuels: A Necessary Innovation 

 

The Participle: 

 Reading between the Lines in Hamlet’s Soliloquies 

 Searching for Sanity in Zero Tolerance Educational Policy  

 

The Question: 

 Who’s the Real Hero in Huckleberry Finn? 

 Why Eat Meat? 

 

The Ws: 

 What Most People Don’t Know about Ritalin 

 When Parents Don’t Know Best 

 Why Huck isn’t Heroic 

 

Combinations: 

 Why Twain Failed: Tracing the Fatal Flaw in Huckleberry Finn 

Holden Caulfield: An American Hero? 

 

What NEVER works for a title?  

 Just stating the kind of paper you were forced to write -- Argumentative Essay 

 Just stating the work you are writing about-- 1984 by George Orwell   

 Just stating the topic—Germ Warfare 

 

Also, don’t forget that in MLA format, your own original title is NEVER underlined or bolded—it gets centered 

and typed in the same font, same size as the rest of your paper.  It looks boring, but that’s the way it is.   


